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BUSINESS BODY
SAYS LYNCHING
MUST CEASE

- o e

Florida Chamber of Commerce Pledges Ald
In Wiping it Out

St. Petersburg, qu., June__ : Aroused by the recent
epedemic of lynchings in Florida, the State Chamber of Commerce
has gone on record with a declaration that this condition must not
continue and has nledged to the Governor its approval of his
vigorous efforts to secure effective prosecution in the recent La
Belle lynching case and its willingness to cooperatg to the fullest
in the maintenance of law and order. The statement, which was
adopted‘without a dissenting vote at the quarterly director's
meeting, is as follows:

"The Florida State Chamber of Commerce has heard with
concern that alrecdy thls year there have been four recorded
lynchings in this state, and that men and women, white and black,
have been taken from the protection of the low and brutually maimed
by masked gangs,

"Feeling that this condition must not continue if
Florida is to prosper as she deserves, the State Chamber of Commerce
hereby respectfully thanks the Governor for his quick and effective
action in assuring a thorough prosécution of those persons who
recently lynched a man in La Belle. Although there have been 143
recorded lynchings in Florida since 1900, this is the first to be
followed by a vigorous prosecution of the offending mob.

"Again expressing its approval of the Governor's
actlon, the State Chamber of Commerce wishes to aasure him of its
continued willingness to 'do all in its power to create the proper
regard for law and order,"




GENERAL LFE AND IYNCH LAW
“ By"R. B. Eleazer

It is not commonly known that General Robert E. Lee,
while President of Washington and Lee University, twice prevented
threatened lynchings in Lexington, Va., the seat of the Universit;
The stories are told in Riley's volume, "General Robert E. Lee
After Appomattox", the one being'a reminiscence by Prof. C. A
Graves of the University faculty, and the other by Judge D.
Gardiner Tyler of Holdcroft, Va., an alumnus of the institution,
In brief Prof, Grave's story is as follows:

"In the spring of 1866, while I was a student at
Washlington College, a report reached the campus that an attempt
wag being made to force thé jail in order to lynch a horse thief
named Jonathan Hughes, who, in the troublous times after the war,
had been plylng his vocation in the neighborhood of ILexington . .
« « o When I reached the courthouse yard, within which stood the
jall where Hughes was confined, it was filled with a crowd of men
who had ridden in from the country to take the law into their
own hands. At the top of the jail steps, in front of the locked
door, stood the old jailor, Thomas L. Perry, holding the jail
keys high above his head, and facing, with grim and resolute
aspect, the wouvld-be lynchers who surrounded him,

"I was not at first aware of the presence of General
Lees But there he was (having evidently preceded me), moving
quietly about among the crowd, addressing a few words to each
group as he passed, begging them to let the law take its course.
This scene continued for some time and is indelibly impressed -
on my memory, The end was there. Thosé stern Scotch~Ifishmen,
whose tenacitg of purpose 1s proverbial, abandoned their enter-
prise, remounted their horses and rode out of town. .[They could.
not do a deed of lawlesgs violence in the presence of "Marse
Robert', whose standard they had followed on many a battlefield,
It may be of interest to record that Hughés was duly brought to
trial for horse-stealing, and on April 20, 1866, was convicted
and sentenced to the penitentiary for eighteen years".

Judge Tyler tells as follows of a similar incident
which took place during his first year at Washington and Lee:

"A very popular young student, a son of Judge Brocken-
brough, professor of law, got into a difficulty with a Negro
and was badly shot, His life was despaired of, As soon as the’
news of the assault reached the college, four hundred students,
with a brother of the wounded boy at their head, searched for
and ¢aptured the trembling wretch, ond with a rope round his
neck, marched through the streets of the town to the courthouse
square, with intent to wreak their vengeance on the man,

"It was in vain that the college and town authorities
sought to calm the frenzied mob and induce them to turn over the
Negro to the officers of the law.  Just then General Lee appeared,
Immediately the tumult was husheéd, and the General, standing in
the midst of the exclted throng, simply said: "Young gentlemen,
let the law take its course', The quiet words had the effect of
a military order, and the Negro's life was saved".
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National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People,
69 Tifth Avenue,

Mew York, N. Y.

Dear Sirs;-

I have just returned from Arcadia, DeSoto County,
Florida, where I have been engaged for the past two cays
collecting evidence to be used in tane prosecution of the mob
tnat lynched Henry Patterson on the streets of LaBells, Florida,
Kay 1lth, 1926, and found your letter of the RRimwk 22nd inst.
which I am herewith answering.

On the 218t inst. I wrote your organization somewhat in
detail setting out something of our present needs wiich I believe
in a way answers your inquiry of the 22nd.

We are in a very pecular local situation here which neces-
itates our calling on the outside world for assistance., Lany of
our officials of this county are connected or implicated in this
lynching. Hurd L. Reeves, Tax Assessor of this (Hendry) county
was placed in jail charged with first degree murder in connec-
tion with the lynching. Redford Z, Edwards, City Marshall, was
also placed in jail under the same charge. The Chairman of tie
Board of County Commissioners has near relatives charged with
being memvers of the mob. In short, tne situation is such tnat
it is impossible to secure even the smallest sum from the
public funds of the County to aid us in our fight. But on the
contrary, every impediment possible is being thrown in our way
to stop or "block" the effort we are making in the interest
of justice, D. L. McLaughlin, Sheriff of this county, should
have becen arrested as an accessory before the fact,xxx and
would have been, had it not been for the antagonistic Coroner's
jury before whom we were compelled to present our testimony.
This county is amall in population the majority of whom are
termed "crackers" being a lawless class of individuals. At our
recent primary election on June 3th, 1926, we polled only avout
four hundred votes in tae county. Judge Wesley C. Richards, wno
acted as Coroner, was defeated for nomination as County Judge
by a large per centage of the votes cast because of the impar-
tial discnarge of his duty in the investigation of the lynching
of Henry Patterson., It is rumored that there is a’'movement on
foot to displace me as County Prosecuting Attorney, because of
the part I have played and am playing in the interest of equal
law enforcement. But these are small matt ers. Sometimes it is
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necessary to sacrifice the individual that great principals may
predominate and survive. On account of the foregoing the few
good citizens we have in this county are really afraeid that if
they should donate any sum for the purpose of carrying out the
prosecution of the mob that it might come to the knowledge of
the lawless class and work to their detriment.

Jut, withal, we nave a few good law abiding citizens who
are doing their part manfully toward bringing about better
conditions. Because of the opportunity afforded by the recent
deplorable affair at LaBelle, we are endeavoring to turn it to
good advantmge that we believe will eventually eliminate, stamp
out and forever stop lynchings in the South.

We are urgently in need of a good detective. We are in
urgent need of a comparatively large fund to pay the numerous
expenses such as railroad fare, automobile hire, hotel bills
in making trips for the purpose of gathering evidence, extra
counsel, photographs of the scenes where the lynching occured,
measurements of the grounds, maps, etc. As I nave turned away
all other business since this deplorable affair occured in order
that I might give this matter my undivided attention, have done
some of the hardest work of my life in ferreting out the guilty
parties, nave been successful in transfering the investigation
before tne grand jury of another county, and up to this time
nave borne all the expenses from my own pocket, I think that
I should be compensated for what I have done since my duties
as County Prosecuting Attorney, ended,and for the tremendious
hard work which is yet to be done. The conviction of the mob
is going to depend on local detail work which can be done only
by some local individual. The brightest, most brilliant legal
light in the country would be helpless in the trial of the mob
without tne very kind of data and work wiich I am trying to
gather and shape up to be used when needed. I only wish I was
financially able to take care of this matter, myself, witinout
being put to thne necessity of appealing to otiers for assistance.

Please give us you financial support just as far as you
think our need requires in this matter and as fully as it is
possible for you 8bm do so. Your check may be made to John F.
Webber, President of Hendry County Chamber of Commerce, LaBelle,
Florida, or direct to me as I have been entrusted with directing
the entire investigation and those assisting me, insist that all
matters connected with said investigation be submitted to me,

I assure you tanat any and all sums donated will be used to the
very best purpose possible and tnat I will render an accounting
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of said funds. Do what you can to assist us and in so doing we
are sure tnat it will be as "bread cast upon tane waters",

I am risking my future business brospects and risking life
itself in the interest of a great principle - a great cause -
in order that conditions in the coming years may be bettered
and that a deplorable stigma and shame may forever be removed
from our fair land, What will you risk and to what extent will
your organization assist in this best opportunity that has ever
occured in the southland to bring about the very thing for which
you have been contending and fignting for the past fifteen years,
It appears to me tnat this is the "opportunity taat knocks at our
door" which should be "taken at its flood-gate",

Owming to your years of experience in matters of this kind,
we shall greatly appreciate any suggestion that you may offer.

Hoping to hear from you by return mail, I am,

Yours very truly,

A L. Foccler

H. A. Riaer,
County Prosecuting Attorney,
LaBelle, Florida,
Box 23.




July 3, 1928.

Herbert A. Rider, Esaq.,
Attorney-at-Law,
LaBelle, Plorida.

Dear Sir:

I have just returned to New York from Chie-
ago and find on my desk your letter of June £6th and
also & letter from Mr. Mebber of June 28th. You may
rest gssured that this Associamtion will furnish you
with same tinanoi'al aid. Just how much I cannot say
beoause I have not yet had opportunity to go over the
matter with our Executive Committee. I shall not have
a ohance to meet with the Committee before Tuesday,
the bth on account of the intervening holidays, but we
8hall get together as early &s possible on Tuesdsy and
take the matter up. I hope that you will oontinue the
work that you have begun. e 8hall do all in our power

to aid you.

Yours very truly,

MJ/NoS : Secretary.
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James Weldon Johnson, Secretary, L“JL_!:“QZG
National Association for the

Advancement of Colored People,

69 Fifth Avenue,

New York, N. Y.

Dgar Sir:-

I have just returned to LaBelle from Tampa ana
find your letter of the 3rd inst stating that I may rest
assured that your Association will furnish me some financial
aid and that you would take the matter up with your Executive
comuittee on Tuesday following the date of your letter.

I beg to assure you that your letter is very encouraging
and on your assurance I am going on with tihe work I have
begun and nave been continuously at since tie day of the
1ynching - May 1lth, 1926.

iy trip to Tampa was entirely in the interest of tinis
cause. Last Saturday I appeared before a represenative body
of leaders of the colored citizens of Tampa. I went to Tampa
at the request of Rev. Potter, Bditor of the Bulleton. These
good citizens gave me every assurance that they were going to
liberally assist financially. I advised Rev. Potter to send
their contribution to your Association as he told me he was
in communication with you in regard to tuis lynching. If you
nave not already neard from him, I preswné you will, soon.

While in Tampa I took this crime up with the Tditors of
gxe the Tampa Tribune and the Tampa Daily Times and these
gentlemen assured e that the columns of tiieir papers were
at my serivice toward keeping tais matter before the public,
educating the public agzinst the awful crime of lynching and
molding public sentiment in the interest of convicting those
implicated in the lynching of Henry Patterson. In support of
tuis the Tampa Daily Times of July 2, 1926, contained a strong
editorial entitled, "Let's Change This". I have several letters
and telegrams from John W. Martin, Governor of Floriua, commend-
ing me for what I have done and assuring me every assistance
that he as Governor could give in bringing to justice the per-
petrators of tais horrible crime. Tne euitors of the local
papers of Lee County, the county to which I secured a change
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of investigation, have assured me that they will assist mne,
through the columns of tiheir papers,in every way possible.

Since this horrible crime on may 1llth I have been on the
job continuously and I believe everything right and reasonable
has been done, that snould have been attempted, towards convict-
ing those implicated. So far I have paid all my expenses in
addition to devoting all my time and best skill in getting this
matter in shape for investigation by the grand jury and the
final trial if true bills are found. Tie best citizens of this
comrunity are encouraging me to proceed with the good work and
I am infarmed that they are raising a small suw with which to
present me in token of their eppreciation. In the stand I have
taken I took my life in my hands. I have been threatened, intim-
idated and subjected to every annoyance conceivable by the
lawless element. But I have at least one consolation - the
approval of a conscience of having done my simple duty, as poor
and feeble as my efforts were.

At this time we are in urgent need of financial aid to

assist us in carrying on the good work. We are in need of mx
a good reliable detective in the worst way. It is becoming hard
for me to get facts as I am closely watched at all times. We
need a good photographer to take various photographs of the
scenes of the lynching to use in the trial of the cases. We
need a good surveyor to take measurements to be used in the
trials. We need good acditional counsel to assist in preparing
the cases for trial and to assist in the actual trials. Up to
this time I have borne all the extra expenses myself. I feel
that this is not my fight alone but tnat it is a matter that
belongs to the public. I have borne aliost the entire brunt of
the battle up to this time ana as I am holuing the enemy in
check I believe some one ought to feel patriotic enough in a
righteous cause to come to my rescue anu assistance. Your letter
was a bright ray of hope and I am encourazed to stand firu and
fight on. I am depenuing on you and your organization. We need
juset such an Association, as you have,to get into this matter
and back it up. I am afprenensive that tie outside world does
not reslize tiie enormity of the gsplenor its iwport on the
general welfare of the entire country. I an also appreiensive
that they do not realize the enormous task involved in prose-
cuting this pang. Tnere are between forty and semeanty-five

- members in tine mob that lynched Patterson. One witness stated
the nuiber, at tliie place of hanging, to be one nundred.

Another innocent victim has been sacrificed to satisfy
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a hateful race predudice. Again our Constitution nas been
stabbed. Once more tie law of the land has been assassinated.
Another instance where the good citizens have been outraged.

The blood of Henry Patterson cries from the sround for vengance.
Are we going to be deaf to the cry? Are we going to ignore tlie
appeal of justice? Ave we going to forget our duty? Are we going
to cease to be the good citizens that duty demands of us and
betray our country into tihe hands of outlaws and murders and
becone parties to anarchy?

This case is far more important in iany respects than the
Sweet case, There is a far greater principhk® involved ana tie
final results will be far more reaching.

Hoping to hiear from you real soon and again expressing
our appreciation of your interest and prowmise of aid, I an,

Yours very truly,

A L FRocdes

H. A. Rider,
County Prosecuting Attorney,
LaBelle, Florida.




July 8, 1926

Mr. John F. Webber

President, Hendry dmmty Chamber of Commercw,
IaBelle, florida

¥y dear My, Wedber:

The attached vousher should have been enclosed
in our letter of yesterday in whioh we forwarded you
draft on the Corn Exchange Bank of New York City for
Three Hundred Dollars (8300,00), to aid in the investigation
of the lynching at laBelle, Florida,

Will you kindly sign this voucher and return it
to us at your earliest oonvenienoce.

Yours very truly,

Secretary




July 7, 1926

iy, John ¥, WQb‘bar
Progident 6aunty Chamber of Commerce,
Tabelle, ovits’

Deaxr Sir:
I am &n roceipt of your letter of the 28th.

Our Exeoutive Staff had a conference yest at

whioch time we considered the situation at Labelle.

before us at the time a dispatch,received the same day,quot

a resolution which had been aaop%e the Florida sta.ie Chamber
of Commexce deploring the lynchi ch have taken plage in
Florida this ‘and commend he Governor for his "quick and
offective tot{ in assuring & thorough ecution of those
¥oum who recently lynched a man in Labelle” and pledging to
he Covernor the cooperation of the State Chamber of Commerce.

Our Coomittesc folt that the action taken by the
Governcr and by the State Chambor of Commeree places & somewhat
dittemt and altogethor encouraging ot on the whole matter.
however, wi to ronder some aid this situation and
! gl Rl e o g (£300,00) .

I am enolosing you a draft on the Corn Exchange Bank
of New York City for Three d Dollars ( «00), We wish
that we could do more but this organization m from bou%
rich, Every dol:l.ar 1a ocollected omly thrmah atest ort.
We feel, howevor, t this quostion will be pushed to the limit
on toomt of tha attitud.o and action taken by the Governor and
the eomtim of the laweloving olements of the State. We

vory much to have a report upon the progress ¢f the

whole matter.
Yours very truly,

Saoro
A oopy of this letter is being sent to lir. Rider.




LaBelle,Fla.June 28t 1926
Natienal “gs'n for A ef C.P.
69 Fifth Avenue
New Yerk, N.Y.
Friends: - JUL 2 = ‘926
Yours of the 2lgt.inst.received and noted. Replying
would say that we de need help,mostly financial.

Our source of funda is entirely cut off owing to the fact
that the chairman of our County Commissgioners ig with the lynchers,
advancing funds from his own pocket to defend them. lhen sur
sheriff is alseo with the lynchers. Neow don't understand that
they were absolutely in faver ef the lynching,pbut ewing te fears,
family ties,and easy going methods of them it was easier teo gide
in with what they feel was the strong#est facter.

New we feel that there was a well organized effort te drive
the negre out of this locality,and if we had sufficient funds
we would ferret out the whole deal,but 1% will be neceessary
to get strong finaneial ald,for the ether side are geing te fight
Ior all they are worth. Wnen you consider that there were
geventeen gent to Jall,and if justice 18 done,when the Grand
Jury meets,there are liable to be a number of others that will
be sent te trial.

You can see to try that large number it will mean great
expense,aglde from the ferreting eut of the suppesed organized
ring.

New if you will cerrespong with Col.H.A.Rider in future,l
think the pest results can be optalned,for the fewer that knew

anything aveut the workings,aslde frem peurselves and the Cel.

the better. I am handing ever te him yeur letter and copy of

this 80 he will knew all. Yoeurs truly, (7F_L1A\0%“ ﬂnﬂ;fng¢1\‘ 1
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Jaly 16, 1986,

John F. ebber, Rasq.,

President Hendry County Chamber of Commerce,
LseBells, ®Plorida.

Dear Mr. Webber:

I have your letter of July LEth sddressed to
Mr. Johnson which I am acknowledging in his shsencs from
the olity.

As Mr. Johnson has pointed out to you in pre-
vious letters, we are very keenly interested in the 8it-
uation at LaBalle but, unfortunatsly our funds to be
stretohed out as far as poesible'over important cases
vwhich ocome to us from all over the country, are very lim-
ited. I 40 not mean to imply that the remittance we have
made i3 necessarily all we ¢an do. I ocan only say that
when we learn from Mr. Rider the work whioh has been done
with this sum and we know what remains to be done, we aan
then tske up the matter again with our legsl Committee
and Bosrd of Directors.

Yours very truly,

we/R0S Assistant Secretary.




LaBelle,Fla. vuly }ch 41926
James Weldon Johnson, Secy . Jb JJ_ '7//\'.’/& (,
Natl.Asgn for fhe A.of C.P. R{d. to_?rww 7/}!) ,3»@

09 Fifth Avenue, New York. ACKu e = o LJ]_ ‘J \926

Dear Sir:- D. 0. e

I received your letters of the seventh and eighth and
am inclosing signed voucher. Turned the draft over to Col.Ryder
and know that it will be well spent. Thank you.
I am not quite clear in the interpretation of your letter,am I
to understand that the remmittance ckvers the help yeu are glving?
It is trtte that The State Chamber of Commerce is backing ug,in a
moral way, but we cannot look to it for financial assistance,nor
can we look to the Governor for certain assistance that we need.
He can render assistance to a certain extent,pbut not to the
8xtent that we need i1t. Col.Ryder possibly can tellyau better
in just what ways we can get help from the State,and what help we
will need that we must have and must look to outside assistance.
He 18 going to gsee the Governor this week to ses= what can be
d;ne. Pogsibly can tell you more later on.
fhere 18 an organized effort against the Negro in thls section,
and it will need a good Detestlve to feret it out and thus ovring
the real criminals..to Justice. This part the Govermor can do
nothing. 4t needs mor legal assistance,and posgibly better talent
thah the state can supply. All takes money. JUfcourse if funds
are not available we can go as far ag we can and let the #hole
affair be whitewasghed and let 1t drop. The other side are putting
up goeod hard money to fight and we must do likewlse.

Agaln thanking you tor skeck and agsuring you that we want to see

justlce will remain Yours truly T I /
’ , ¢§‘é’¢“ﬂ -’““M"" \




July 29, 1926.

Mr. M. D. Potter,
P. 0. Box 1107,
Tampa, Florida.

My deuar My, Potter:

Thenk you very much for your letter of July
24th regarding the LaBelle lynching. ™he National 0Of-
fice has forwarded & cheok for $300.00 to Mr. ™ebber,
receipt of which has been acknowledged by him. ™e have
not yet received & report of the distribution of thset
emount .

The Hational Office 1is deeply interested in
this case and in faot we have been exceedingly fearful
because our funds were inadeguate to handle the case as
1t needs to be handled. e are most plemsed gt the news
of the oconference at Jacksonville, and to know of the
plan to reise funds through Bishop Hurst and other in-
teraested persons, I do not need to tell you that we
will follow up the oase a8 vigorously aend effectively
a8 our means will permit.

Agein let me thank you for your help.

Yours very traly,

W /NO08S Assistant Jeoretary.




THE TAMPA BULLETIN PUBLISHING COMPANY
(}mem/ Printers and Publishers

P. O. Box 1107 71-830

Tampa, Florida

July <4,1926

N.A.A.C.People,
69 Fifth Avenue,

New York City,N.Y. | JU\_ 2 8 \926
Gentlemen:

I am writing you in regards to the LaBelle,Hendry County,Plorida
Lynchning ,about which I wrote you several weeks agao. I understand that
you hzve rendered some assistance far which you have the thanks of the
people of Klorida.

‘Wine of the seventsenm men arrested are held under $10,000 bond.
Mr. Webber of the Chamber ot Commerce and Col.Rider, Caunty Solicitor,
met with the ministers and race L=aders of Florids at Edw-rd Waters
Colliege this, week. After much discussion it was decided to ask your
Association to take it in hand furnishing the detective, and lawyer to
assist in the prosecution. Bishop Hurst presided in th~ meeting.

X campaign is to be made thpooughout the state of Florid- for
funds . The amount raised is to be sent to Bishop Hurst and he is to
forward it to your Assaciation., Bishop has the state pretty
thoroughly organized for the drive and he usually gets resulte. He asked
that I write you and acquaint you with what was done as The Bulletin
startea the tight and is still leading it.

Please let me hear from you directly.

Respectfully,

A/

I1,D.Potter
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August 27, 1926

Mr. James Weldon Johnson,
69 Fifth Avenue,
New York City

My dear Mr. Johnson:

Mr. Foreman, of our staff, has made two trips to LaBelle,
Florida, in connection with the lynchyng. On the first trip, he
not only visited LaBaelle, but called on promine citizens in several
other sections of the State, in order to stir tRfm and such agencies
as the Chamber of Commereq to action against Flgpida mobs, using the
LaBelle case as a starting point for a systemat campaign. The
second trip was made at the request of Mr one of the attorneys
interested in the case, who appealed to or h Mr. Rider's
letter was not very specifie, and we dggided that » Foreman should
go to LaBelle and see exactly what wg& -rel

Mr. Foreman was authorizéd gay that we would be willing to
poriey that could be raised in
Florida for the prosecution of this“gafe, provided, after investigation ,
we were oconvinced that the effpris pxosecute were sincere and in-
telligent. We set a limit of. Five ;

ocould put into it, but Mr. A ipderstood that, if it were

have before me an appeal fkam four prominent citizens of Florida -
Mr. John F. Webber, Presiden} S LaBelle Chamber of Commerce,
Mr, F. Watts Hall, pr 3 "® local bank, Mr, H. A. Riger, the
attorney who appea us for help, and Wesley C: Richards, County
Judge.

I am quitte willfpe to go through with my original offer,
partieularly so n ese Florida people seem willing to take
the leadership in p the case. However, I am unwilling to go
forward without complete understanding with you and the fullest
possible cooperation in the matter, since the eommittee informs me
that you have already put something into the case.

From the reports of Mr. Foreman and the letter from the
committee, it would seem that the needs are - First, for a detective
who can gather evidence. Just where to find the right man, I am not
sure. It would seem that the local committee should take responsi-
bility for oalling a man into the case for this work. Second, they
feel that they need a lawyer to help prosecute the ease. It would
appear that, if possible, they ought to secure the most prominent
lawyer in Florida. I am inclined to think that, if the proper appeal
were made, some well known Florida lawyer might be prevailed upon to
volunteer his services. I wonder what you would think of this. It
seems c¢lear that, if possible, Florida people should be made to do
this job themselves.

Awaiting your convenience, I am
Very sincerely.(signed) WILL W. ALEXAnDER
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National Association for the )
Advancement of Coldped Pepple,

69 Fifth Avenue,

New York, N. Y.

Dear Sirs:-

RE: LYCHING OF MUNRY PATTERSON AT LABLILLS,
FLORLDA ON MAY 11, 1926,

As 1t nas been some time since we
received your draft for 3300.00 to assist in tiie prosecution of
the above stated matter, I am, after too long delay, writing to
inform you in a general way of tihhe disposition of the above
sum and a little something of wnat we are doing toward tue
prosecution. '

On July 12, 1926, your draft for 3$300.00 was turned over
to me and deposited in the Bank of LaBelle, LaBelle, Floriaa.
On July 13, 1926, I paid from saia fund $40.00 to a photographer
of Fort liyers, FTlorida, for photograpns of tiie scenes where tne
mob operated on lay 1llth. Tiese photograpas are to be used in
tihe trial of tane cases. On July 14, 1926, at tihe request of
Bishop Jonn Hyrst of Baltimore, one of your Vice-Presiaents anc
Directors, I,in company with John F. Webber, President of the
Hendry County Chamber of Commerce, left this place to appear
before the schnool of ministers of Florida then in session at
Wdward Waters College at Jacksonville, Florida, wmmxE for the
purpose of securing financial assistance with which to prosecute
the guilty parties in said lynching. On the night of the l4th
on our way to Jacksonville we were in a train wreck and arrived
in Jacksonville too late on thae 15th to take the matter up with
the scnool while in session. Mr. Webber remained in Jacksonville
and appeared before tne school on the 1l5th while I went on to
Tallahassee to confer with Governor Joan W. liartin in reference
to said prosecutions. I returned to Jacksonville from Tallahassee
anda appeared before the scianol on the 19th,returning to this place
on the 2oth. The expenses of tnis trip, including lr. Jebber's
expenses amounted to $160.00, At tae meeting at Jacksonville it
was arranged, tarougn the advice of Bishop Hurst and Ii. U. Potter,
Bditor of The Tampa Bulletin, that all suwis raised through the
M. E. Church, (Colored) of Florida, mhmxikx@e for the prosecution
of the lynching at LaBelle, should pass through and be handled
by your Association. On July 2, 1926, I, at the invitation of
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M. D. Potter, Bditor of the Tampa Bulletin, left this place
to appear before and present our needs for financial assist-
ance to the xskhwesx colored business men of Tampa, arriving
back at this place on the 4th. This trip was nade at tie
expense of $50.00 which I advanced from my own personal
account. After receiving your draft the Committe of LaBelle
voted that I be relmbursed for said expense from the 3300,00
your Association donated. It was also decided at the meeting
in Tampa that all sums raised there sinould be forwarded and
aisbursed through your Association. I have made four trips to
Fort Myers, Florida, and one trip to Arcadia, Florida, to see
ana confer witih prospective w1tnesses to be used in the trial
of the cases at a total expense of 353.50.

The above is a zeneral statement of expenditures. I can
furnish an itemized statement if preferred.

I presune you nave neard from Zishop John Ilurst before this
and that perhaps funds are coming in from various sources from
different sections of the Stateq

The Georgia Committee on Interracial Cooperation, 409
Palmer Building, Atlanta, Georgia, nearing of our situation and
needs, sent their Secretary, Mr. Clark Foreman, to LaBelle to
make a personal investigation ana after looking into the matter
they have promised to cooperate with your Association in render-
ing us assistance.

Up to this time I have secured a list of more than fifty
witnesses who will he material to the State in the prosecution
of the cases but there is much important work yet to be done.
We are still in urzent need of a good detective and additional
legal assistance. I have vet been paid nothing for my services
and. am out a small sum for expenses which I have paid from ny
own pocket, I have secured a change of investigation before
the grand jury of Lee County, Florida, at the next session of
Circuit Court in and for that County, wiich convenes the first
Monday in November, 1926. We have a short time in which to
prepare these cases coupared with the amount of nard work which
is, and ought, to be done,

I shall be pleased to near from you at your earliest
convenience and will gladly furnish any information, that I
can, which you may desire.

Yours wvery truly,

B (& RcAer

County Prosecuting Attorney.




September 14, 1926

Bishop John Hurst,
Edward Waters College,
Jacksonville, Pla.
(Sent «ess..a Biwards Waters College,

My dear Bishop Hurat: Also o Baltibagksopyille, Florida)

On June 22 we received from Mrs. Mary MclLeod Bethune a
communication enclosing a ocopy of a letter whioh she had reoceived
from Mr. H. A. Rrider, County Prosecuting Attornmey, regurding the
lynching of Henry Patterson at ILaBelle, Florida, on May 11 of this
year. Later we received a letter from ur. Rider appealing for
funds to assist in the prosecution of those guilty of this orime.
#e alao received a lettor from the neve . D. Potter, editor of
the Tampa Bulletin, regarding the matter.

After further ocorrespondence with Mr. Rider and slso with
Mr. John F. Webber, rPreaident of the Hendry County Chamber of
Commerce, the Asscciation sent a contribution of Three Hundred
Dollars ($300.00), from the Anti-Lyuching Fund.

ie reocently received a letter from Mr. Kider givimg an
acoount of the disbursement of the money we had sent and also
stating that he had been in touch with youn and that it had been
arranged that all sums passing through the Colored !. E. Church
of Florida for the proseontion should pass through and be handled
by the N.A.A.C.P. Mr. Rider writes further, "I suppose you have
heard from Bishop Hurst before this and that perhaps funds are
coming in from various sources from different sectionas of the
State."”

wWe have also received a letter from Mr. wWill W. Alexander,
Secretary of the Interracial Commission, in which he atates that
Mr. 7oreman of their staff has made two trips to LaBelle in
counection with the lynohing; that the Interracial Commission
wiches to help and had promised Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), and
might =o beyond that; but that they did not want to go forward
without complete understanding with the N.A.A.C.P. and our fullest
cooperation in the matter.

I am writing to amk if you will not give us all the faocts
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you have regarding this matter. e should like information about
the status of the oase and the probabilities of a sunccessful prose-
cution, and alao the probabilities of raising the necessary funds
t0 carry the prosecution on. ie should also like %0 have you make
such suggestions as you may have regarding the steps the Natiomnal

Offioce should take, eapecislly what atepa we should take toward
finanoial aid.

With my kindeat personal regards, I am

-

Yours sinocerely,

Seoretary
JWJ /RR




September 18, 1936

Bishop John Hurst, Sent also to Zdwards Waters College
1808 ¥MeCulloh 3%reet, Jacksonville, Fla.
mtm' lm.

¥y dear Bishop Hurst:
I thank you for your letter of the 16th.

We think that this IaBelle case is ono of the best ones
that the issooclation can got in behind if thore is any practical
and effeotive method of doing so. It is one of the few ocases in
which there seons to be any reaoction on the of the loeal
whites for tice. From all indications, the Governor of the
State is intorcsted es woll as bdusiness and professional white
men in the eounty in which the lynohing took place. If we can
do anything to aid in seour the prosecutionand eonviction of
}z pegoﬂ: recponsible for this orime, I think it would have a

2 eI1e0%T.

If you oan bYe instrumental in setting in motion any
machinery that will seoure some active cooporation from the
white and colored peoplo of Hillsboro and Counties 1t
would be well to do s0.

I can understand that this is a matter thet the
ministers would be a 1ittle bit delicate in E""‘”’f but they
would have more reason to fear Af they were doing t in the
face of opposition from the best elemente of the whites in thoze
oounties; but sinee this element of white people are aroused in
the mattor, I think the ministors and the colored rop).o oould
without any denger fall in line. I believe the ocolored people
ought to take some in reising funds to help the forces
that are now at w for seouring Justiee.

I note what you say adbout the two men with whom you
wore ta ; being inteorosted in land developments in Hgndry
County and t thoy are interosted in having the oriminals
puni because the offense committed by them has paralyzed
the land dusiness in that county. I do not beliove this motive
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en their part is in no way disadvantagoous. It is quite likely
that they will gg further toward hav Justioce done in this
matter becsuse thoy ere financially interested than they would if
they were merely actuated by abatraot ideals of justioce.

The National Office feels that the Assoeiation ought %o
do as muoch as 1t possibly oan in this matter.

Ploase write me again at your earlliest convenience and
i::.un have whatever further information and suggestions you may
L]
With kind regards, I am

Yours sineerely,

Seoretary
JwJ/RR




The African Methodist Episcopal Chureh

Rt. Rev. John Hursi, A. M., D.D.

Headquarters: Bishop of Florida Residence:
Edward Waters College 1808 McCulloh Street,
Jacksonville, Fla. Baltimore, Md.

September 16, 1926.

V' 7/2 ¢

Ir. James W. Johnson,

69 Fifth Avenue, egoed ']
New York City. o
Dear Mr. Johnson: ‘ T e j]\Q?ﬁ

About two months ago, my attention was called to '

that situation at La Belle, by the Rev. Mr. Potter

and soon afterward, those two gentlemen mentioned

in your letter, called to see me, to try get
financial aid in their effort to bring the criminals
to trial. The Summer Seminar for the ministers of

ny church was in session at Edward Waters College.

I had them, with the Rev. Mr. Potter, to address the
gathering and endeavor to interest the ministers to
contribute something in that direction. But I re-
great to say that those gentlemen did not make a
favorable impression. The verdict from the ministers
was that those two men were promoters in land develop-

nent in Hendricks County and they were intercsted in
having those criminals punished because their offense
had forever paralyzed their business in that county.

Out of some three hundred men, only twenty-fcur sub-
scribed and only very small amounts at that. The
Rev. Mr., G. W. Hawkins of Gainesville was appointed
treasurer tc receive the subsgcriptions and up to the
present, I understand he has received but a small
pittance, which I will have him forward to you imme-
diately.

I am of the opinion that if the people, both white

and colored, of Hillsboro and Hendrick Counties; were
given to understand the exact situation, I think they
would be willing tc contribute sometning respectable
to aid those Hendrick County people to secure convice-
tion of those lynchers. The ministers are not going
to carry the mattér before their people, as they seem
to be afraid as to the effect of it. But they are
willing to do something personally, if they are con-
vinced that the prosecutionWill redound to the good
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of the Colored people in that part of the State.

I am willing to continue the effortnand go as far
with it as possible, if the N. A. A. C. P. office
think it advisable to take some interest in it.

If that is given out to the ministers of my Church

in Florida, they will be willing to come out stronger
and help along. If you will advise me as to your
wishes in the premises, I will take hold of it and
put the proposition in its proper light vefore them.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely ;




Ootober 1, 1926.

Bishop John Hurst,

1808 }¥eCulloh Streeot,
Baltimore, Maryland.
¥y dear Bishop Hurst:

I have your letter of September 24th. 1
wish also to aoknowledge roceipt of the enclosed
oheck for $61.00 sent by the Rev, Kr. Hawkins, being
a contribution from the twenty-four pinisters mentioned
in your last lettsr,

I hope that we shall be able to get some
action on the LaBelle case,s I am writing to the of-
fio0ials at LaBelle, and I shall also write to lir. Alex-
ander of the Interrecisl Commission at Atlanta, We hope
you will keep us advised of any new developments that
may opme to your attention,

#ith kind regards, I am

el

Sinoerely yours,

JWJ/808 Seorcetary.
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September 24, 1926,
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Mre. James Weldon Johnson,
69 Fifth Avenue,
New York City.

Dear HMr, Johnson:

I readily can see the reason why I shculdld side
strongly with those white people, representing

that situation at La Belle in the Court and assist
in raising what is required to meet the expenses of
the trial. I leave for Flcrida to-night and will
meet a number of the preachers. I will straighten
them out and put them to work. In a few weeks I
should be able to make a respectable report to yous

Herewith enclosed, you will find check sent by Rev,
Hewkins, which covers the amount contributed by those
24 ministers mentioned in my last letter to you. When
they understand it, they will feel as you do and will
plunge into the effort whole-nheartedly and bring rforth
some cash.

With every good wish, I am

JH LJ




October 4, 1926,

Mr, W, W, Alexander,
409 Palmer Building,
Atlentea, Georgila.

Yy dear My, Alsxandor:

Following my note written to you from the eountry
several weeks ago, I wish to take up at the office the matter
of the LaBelle lymching.

¥e ere glad to cooperate to the fullest possidle ex-
tent with you on this oase, Thore seems to be offered a splen-
dia opportunity to strike an effeotive blow at lynohing inasmuch
a8 it appears that both the loocel authorities at LaBelle and the
Governor of the State of Florida are interestcd. I am sure
that we should not lose tho opportunity to back thom up. However,
I feel with you that what we 4o should be a matter of backing
up the Florida esuthorities rather than taking the initiative.

This Assooistion is willing and ready to do all that
it oan in glving both moral snd finanoial support. We should
like to have suggestions from you since you are nearer the
socene and have the advantage of having made a personal investigca-
tion through your lir. Foreman,

Regaxrding the two needs reported by k¥r, Foremen, a
detootive and an outstanding lawyer, I think the best deteotive
service sould be secured in Atlanta, It would not be practical
or advigsable to send a deteotive from New York, 4n Atlanta man
would know and sense the whole situation up better, The lawyer
should bde a prominent Florida lawyer and I think he should be
solected by the looal people. I believe that they could get a
good lawyer to volunteer his services if the proper representa-
tion were made,

We shall be glad to hear from you further in regard to
this matter.

Sinoerely yours,

JWJ/¥0S Searetary.




August 30, 1926

Mr, W. W, Alexander,
409 Palmer Building,
Atlanta, Ga.

¥y dear Mr, Alexander!

Your letter of August 27 regarding the
lynching at LaBelle, Florida, has oome in Mr, Johnsen's
absence on vacation. He will be away for about two
weeks longer. As soon &8 he returns I shall bring your
letter to his attention.

Yours very truly,

Sobrotary to Mr, Johnson
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Mr. James Weldon Johnson, Rid. - s e
69 Fifth Avenue, _ ; = f’f___#-w-"
New York City. Acke= T I
My dear Mr. Johnson: Dl

Mr. Foreman, of our staff, has made two tripe to LaBelle, Florida,
in oonnection with the lynching. -On the first trip, he not only visited LaBelle,
but called on prominent citlzens in several other seotions of the State, in order to
stir them and suoch agenoies as the Chamber of Commerce to aotion against Florida mobs,
using the LaBelle ocase as a starting point for a systematlioc campaign. The second
trip was made at the request of Mr. Rider, one of the attorneys interested in the
case, who appealed to us for help. Mr. Rider's letter was not very specific, and we
decided that Mr. Foraman should go to LaBelle and see exactly what they needed.

Mr. Foreman was authorized to say that we would be willing %o
supplement dollar for dollar all the money that could be raised in Florida for the
proseoution of this case, provided, after investigation, we were convinoed that the
efforts to prosecute were sincere and intelligent. We set a limit of Five Hundred
Dollars for the amount we could put into 4%, but Mr. Foreman understood that, if it
were necessary, we would go beyond that. As a result of this visit, I have before
me an appeal from four prominent oitizens of Florlda - Mr. Joln F. Webber, President
of the LaBelle Chamber of Commerce, Mr. F. Watts Hall, president of the local bank,
Mr. H. A, Rider, the attorney who appealed %o us for help, and Wesley C. Richards,
County Judge.

I am quite willing %o go through with my original offer, partiou-~
larly so now that these Florida people seem willing to take the leadership in pushing
the case. However, I am unwilling to go forward without complete understanding with
you and the fullest possible cooperation in the matter, since the committee informs
me that you have already put something into the case.

From the reports of Mr. Foreman and the letter from the committee,
it would seem that the needs are- TFirst, for a deteotive who ocan gather evidenoce.
Just where to find the right man, I am not sure. It would seem that the loocal commit-
tee should take responsibility for ocalling a man into the case for this work. Second,
they feel that they need a lawyer to help prosecute the case. It would appear that,
if possible, they ought to seoure the most prominent lawyer in Florida. I am inoclined
to think that, if the proper appeal were made, some well-known Florida lawyer might be
prevailed upon to volunteer his services. I wonder what you would think of this. It
seens clear that, if possible, Florida people should be made to do this job themselves.

Awalting your oonvenience, I am
Very sinoerely‘W ; M

Will w. Alexandar




Ootober 4, 1986,

Bishop John ﬁurat,
Saltimere, Marylends'
My Qeaxr Bishop Hursit

I am sending enclosed in youwr ocare a
letter of acknowledgements It is to the Rever-
end Mr, Hawkins for the check of $61.00 as =a
contribution in the LaBelle case, We will thank
you to get 4t ¢o him.

8inocerely yours,

JW3/H08 Seoretary.




October 4, 1926.

Rev, ¥Mr, Hawkins,

o/o Bishop John Hurst,
1808 MeCulloh Street,
Baltimore, Maryland.

My dear Mr, Hawkina:

We have received a oommuniocation from Bishop
Hurst end a cheok for $61.00 sent by you which covers
the amount ocontributed by twenty-four minicsters for the
purpose of bringing to Justioce the perpetrators of the
;irrible lynehing orime which took place at IaBelle,
orida.

I wish to express to you the appreciation of
the Rational Association for the Advencement of Colored
Paople for this contribution. It will be a great viotory
"if we oan help in bringing about the Jjust punishment of
those responsidle for this outrage, end in helping to up-
hold the laws of Florida, It appeers that we have a
splendid opportunity inasmuch as wo ere working in co-
operation withk the {ooal authorities and the Governor of
the State. It is an opportunity which we should not let
pass by,

Sinocerely yours,

JuJ /w08 Seoretary.




Ootober 4, 1926.

Herbert A, Rider, Esq.,
Attorney at lLaw,
LaBoelle, Florida.

My aear Mr, Rider:

Following my note written to you from the oountry
severai weeks ego, I wish to take up at the office the matter
of the ILaBelle lynching,

We should like to hear from you as to the present
status of the case, just what has been done and what the
prospeots are. We have received s letter from lir, W, W,
Alexander, Seoretary of the Commission on Interraoial Co-
operation, in whioh he states that in a letter from you
and in Mr, Foreman's report two needs are stressed; that of
u good detective, and additional legal assistance. These
are the same two necds whioh you gave me in your letter of
September lat,

If there 1s yot noed of a datective I think 1t best
t0 secure a man from Atlantas It would be almost useless to
think of sending & deteotive from New York, Atlanta is olose
to the soene and a man from there would understand and sense
the whole situation up much better than a man frou New York,
Sugpgse you write to Mr, Alexandor for suggestions on that
pointv,

As to additional legal essistance, what you have in
mind I judge, 18 some eminent lawyer to head up the case, 1
an quite sure that suoch a lawyer should be a membexr of the
Florida Bar, It would not do for a moment to bring in any
outside lawyer not even from the neighboring State of Ceorgla.
I believe that the LaBelle Committee by making the proper re-
presentations could induce some eminent Florida lawyer to
volunteor hie services. There ought to be & lawyer in one of
tho largest oities of Florida who would do this,

This Assoclation is willing to do whatever it can
in this ocase to help bring adbout Jjustice and to strike a blow
at the terribdle orime of lynoching,

Sincerely yours,

JiJ/NOs Seoretary.
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Octobexr 22, 1926

Hordert A. ud.r. Eﬂq..
Attorney at Law,
LaBelle, Florida

Yy dear lr, Riderx:
I have your letter of the 8th.

I am sending you herewith check for Sixty-one
Dollars ($61.00), which is a,contridbution from colored
ministers in Florida sent through this office by Bishop
Hurst. I wish that the amount were:larger.

I note what you aai about the attack made upon
you by those in sympathy with the guilty parties and you

a;e to 29 oongratulated upon your courageous stand in behalf
of Justioce.

Mr. Alexander of the Interraocial Commission was
in our office a few days ago and he has some very practioal
estions. I wish you would write to him persomally and
goet those suggestions from him.
We shall be glad to have you keep us informed.

Sinocerely yours,

Seoretary
JwJ/BR
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National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People,

69 Fifth Avenue,
New York, N. Y.

Dear Sir:-

Your letter of the 4th inst. regarding the LaBelle

lynching received this date upon my return from Fort Myers,
Florida, where I had gone to take up the matter of said
lynching with the new State Attorney.

The former State Attorney, who has been connected with
W the case up to Xmk & few weeks ago, resigned his office
|

recently and the Governor appointed Guy M. Strayhorn, Esq. [
Fort Myers, Florida, to said office. Through the public press/
the Sormer State Attorney mentioned the LaBelle lynching in
connection with his reasons for resigning. As 1 was preparing
to leave this place for Fort Myers for the purpose above stated,
I I was personally attacked on the street by three men, reputed
to be the "worst characters in this section”" one of whom has
& son that was placed in jail charged with being a party to
the lynching. I am confident that the assault was for the
purpose of "bluffing" and running me out of the country in
order to put an end to my efforts in pushing the prosecution.
Some of the most important,material witnesses for The State
have been threatened and imtimidated to such an extent that
they have gone to other states and it now appears that it is
going to be quite a task to get them back to testify. I have
a letter from one that I consider our most material witness
who writes: " I must tell you that I hear both sides of the
story every once in awhile. Mr. Spiegle, a man who has &
subdivision near LaBelle talked to my people and told them
all about LaBelle and alse told them that if I should come back
for the trial I surely would get killed as people in LaBelle
are still very blood thirsty. I also hear occasionally from
some other friends and all of them seems to think that I had
better not come for the trial. .... I know what they are, as I
was with them long enough to know them, and my people are
opposed to me going to that triale. «.. I am not afraid of law,
but I am afraid of murders, " etc. This witness also states
that he is not coming back to Florida to testify unless he is
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forced to by compulsory process and that the prosecution will
be compelled do pay all his expenses as he is financially
embarrased. Mr. Strayhorn, the present State Attorney, takes
the position that under the laws of this State,kixk no person
in another state can be compelled to attend the trial and that
their expenses in attending as a witness cannot be paid from
the public funds except from the state line.

I mention the above in order that you may see just what
I am up against in my effort to bring about the punishment of
the guilty parties. As stated in a former letter, my duties
as a prosecuting officer ceased upon the adjournment of the
Coroner's Inquest. At that time the prosecution of these cases
passed into the hands of the State Attorney. My duty as County
Prosecuting Attorney is confined to the County Judge's Court.
All that I have done since the Coroner's Inquest has been
prompted purely by a desire to see justice prevail. Since said
time I have given my time, efforts and some money to that end.
At the conclusion of the Coroner's Ingquest several of the best
citizens of this county requested me to go right ahead and
assist The State in the prosecution assuring me that they would
compensate me through public subscriptions or donations. Several
dollars were subscribed but since the recent storms throughout
this section of Florida there is no hope of the amounts sub-
scribed being palid. The damage to this village of about one
thousand inhabitants amounts to about three hundred thousand
dollars. My former letter to you will inform you of the dispo-
sition of the $300.00 which your Association sent us and for
which we are grateful. You will notice that most of that sum
was expended in an effort to secure large donations from
individuals and institutions of Florida and that sald donations
should pass through your Association. The object was to convince
you that Floride was interested in the prosecution also that no
graft could be charged to us locally. It was arranged that
the donations should be collected and sent to you by Rev. Potter,
colored, Editor Tampa Bulletin, Tampa, Florida. This arrangement
was made with the approval of Bishop John Hurst. Afterwards the
Interracial Cooperation of Atlanta, Georgia, sent their Sec-
retary, Mr. Foreman, to LaBelle for the purpose of making an
investigation of the lynching., Our local committee arranged
with Mr. Foreman for assistance through his organization,
provided, he would would take the matter up with and make
satisfactory arrangements with the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored Pepple,which I presume he did. The
arrangement was left entirely with Mr. Foreman and your organ-
i zation with the hope that a plan would be worked out advan-
tageous to the great principle for which we are striving. I am
confident that the LaBelle lynching affords the best opportunity
of recent years to secure real results in the interest of this
great principle.
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The court at which this lynching will be investigated by
a grand jury, convenes at Fort Myers, Lee County, Florida, on |
Tuesday, November 2nd, 1926. But I have secured a promise from |
the State Attorney, provided it meets with the approval of the
Judge, that the investigation of the LaBelle lynching will not
be taken up until Monday, November 29th, 1926. I did this in
order that your Association and the Commission on Interracial
/Cooperation might have more time in which to prepare the cases
'for the grand jury through whatever medium you might adopt. I
said nothing to the State Attorney about your organizations
for the reason that I thought it best to wait until something
has been accomplished. In fact we do not know just how the new
State Attorney stands in sentiment on lynchings. Personally, 1
consider him of meager and limited ability for a case of this
magibtude. Hence, our desire for additional counsel to assist
in the prosecution. I truly believe that the success of the
prosecution is dependent upon honest detective service in
securing evidence and courageous, capable legal talent in
prosecuting the cases.

From the foregoing I hope you can surmise the importance
of speedy action. In fact a detective should hage been on the
scene of action weeks ago. This is no small case and the cause
is too important to be "whitewashed” and passed up as & small
matter. For the year 1926, Florida stands at the head of the
1ist in lynchings. Something, surely,ought to be done in the
interest of humanity. Millions have been donated by the other
states of the Union to aid our recent survivors from the storm
but we recoghize this as only temporary in its results, whereas,
1imiting or stamping out lynchings,benefits not only this age
but all future generations. Unless some strong force or
pressure is brought to bear upon the prosecution of the mob
that took part in the LaBelle lynching I am apprehensive that
there is going to be a gross mis-carriage of justice whieh,in
a way, will have a detrimental effect upon our organizations.

Attempting to evade the appearance of dictating, 1 have,
in this and all my former correspondence, tried to pbint out,
what I considered our need in the prosecution of this lynching
and I am leaving the matter entirely to your discretion, hoping
that something effective can be worked out.
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November 10, 1926

Bishop John Hurst,
Edward Waters College,
Jacksonville, Fla,

My dear Bishop Hurst:

We Aiscussed at the Board meeting Monday
the proposal of the Florida ministers to have the
Association advance five hundred dollars - or

9,00, since they have already raised ;61,00 - for
he prosechtion of the LaBelle oase, and their promise
to0 refund the money to us later.

It was felt that we should know more about
the progress of the case, what steps are being taken,
and the prospects for actual prosecution, before
putting so large an amount in this oase.

We have not yet been able to get an¥ satisg-
fectory acoount of Jjust what is being done. It seems
that the LaBelle people expect Us from lew York to
prosecute the case. They will have to do the actual
work, and the best we can do is to help finanoially,
However, it would be a waste of money for us to send
large sums down there unless bona fide steps toward
prosecution were being taken.

1 ghsll write you again.
With kindest regards, I am
Sincerely youfjj

Seoretary
JwJ [RR :
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Ootober 23, 1926

géggogcggggoﬁugggaot.
Baltimore, M4,
Dear Bishop Hurst:

I have your letter with the suggestion
that the National Offioe expend not less than five
hundred dellars to ald in the prosecution of the
LaBelle lynohers. I shsll bring the matter to the
attention of the Board or the Executive staff.

I am glad that you are in South Carelina
as Walter left for that destination yesterday and
you ocan de of so much help to him on his present
mission.

With kind regards, I am

Yours sincerely,

Secretary
JWJ/RR
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October 19, 1926.

Mr James Weldon Johnson
69 Fifth Avenue

New York City (\Cj 2‘2\92%
My dear Mr. Johnson:

On account of the hurricane leaving in e forty-six
of our churches and eighteen parsonagéﬁ%ﬁéﬁ% eaders under
me in Florida have gotten together and dedided that I
should write you to say that they propose to turn over to
the National Association not less than $500.00, including
the $61.00 already paid, for the prosecution of the LaBelle
case; but that they will not be able to do so for a few
weeks, and that if th@% Association will go to work and
spend that amount for them, they will be glad to reimburse
it. They understand that the cage is to be called up in
court shortly.

I am in South Caroclina now looking after the Annual Con-
ferences, because of the death of the Bishop in charge;
but after a few weeks I expect to return to Florida.

With best wishes, I remain




Hovepber 12, 1926

Herbert A. Ridor, Esq.,
La Belle, Fla.
Ky dear lr. Rider:

Will you not bde kind enough to let
mo now whether or not there are any further
developments in the LaBelle lynohing inveatiga-
tion sinoce your letter of October 27. In that
letter you stated that you were to have another
conferenoe with the State Attornmey when you
would lay before him sll the evidense you had
gathered.

Singerely yours,

Seoretary
JWI/RR




November 6, 1926

Herbert A, Rider. EBQ..
La Belle, Florida.

My dear My. Rider:
I have your letter of Osctober &7th.

I note what you say regarding the
proposed oonference with the State Attorney and
I hope soon to hear the outeome of this conference,

8incerely yours,

S8eoretary
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Mr. James Weldon Johnson, SecretaPy?"’“”"J v 76
National Association for the Nﬂ\j 1" 10756
Advancement of Colored People, o
69 Fifth Avenue,

New York, N. Y.

Dear Sir:-

Your check for $61.00, contribution from colored
ministers in Florida sent through your office by Bishop Hurst
received yesterday for which please accept our grateful
appreciation and when convenient please express our gratitude
t o Bishop Hurst for his interest and efforts in our behalf.

Acting upon your advice I am writing Dr. Alexander for
suggestions in regard to investigation and prosecution of
those guilty of lynching Henry Patterson at this place on
¥ay 11, 1926,

Since writing you last there have been no other ope
attacks - only a few threats for the purpose of "bluffing "
and intimidating.

I am to have another conference with the State Attorney
this week at which time I expect to lay before him all the
evidence I have gathered, my ideas of proceedure etc. with
the hope of arousing his interest toward a rigid prosecution
of the cases. I am also gathering evidence in the form of
affidavite for the purpeseof preferring charges against the
sheriff of this county for the part he took in the lynching
with a view of asking his removal from office.

You will find enclosed receipt for contribution.

Again thanking you for your interest and assistance,

I am,
Yours very truly,
2 (L Fecer
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Mr. James Weldon Johnson,
Secretar N. A. A. C. P.
69 Fifth Avenue,

Yew York, N. Y.

NOV 2 21826

My dear Mr. Johnson:-

Your letter of inquiry of the 12th inst.
received yesterday.

I went to Fort Myers last Friday, which was the second
trip since I wrote you, to confer with the State Attorney in
regard to the LaBelle lynching. On both occasions I found
the State Attorney apparently very busy on account of Circuit
Court being in session and he had little time to give me. He
stated that he did not have time then to go into the matters
with me; that they had more criminal work than they had an-
ticipated in their Lee County matters but requested that I
see the State Stenographer and have him to transcribe the
evidence taken at the habeas corpus hearing, guaranty the
payment for his services, see that the State Stenagrapher
furnished the evidence by the latter part of this week,which
I did,

The Grand Jury of Lee County convenes Monday, November
29th, 1926, at Fort Myers, Florida, to investigate the
lynching of Henry Patterson, colored, which occured at
LaBelle, Hendry County, Florida, on May llth, 1926. The
investigation was transferred from Hendry County to Lee
County on account of relationship and predudice which would
prevent the State from securing jurors who were fair and
impartial.

I furnished the State Attorney a list of thirty-five
witnesses to be subpoenaed to appear before the Grand Jury
of Lee County on the 29th inst. and the names of others will
be furnished as they are needed. The Sheriff of Hendry County
is now serving the list I furnished.

Under the laws of this State I will not be allowed in
the Grand Jury room during their investigation except as a
witness. The State Attorney is required to be present. During
their eession, which may last two or three weeks, I will be
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in Fort Myers for the purpose of advising with and assisting
the State Attorney.

s large number of the mob should not be true billed. If true
bills are found they will be transferred to this (Hendry)
county to be tried at the next term of the Circuit Court in
and for Hendry County which convenes the third Monday in
February, 1927, unless the Judge calls a special term in the
meantime. At the next regular or special term of court, when
the cases are called for trial, it will be necessary for us
to make a proper showing for a change of venue to another
county in order that a fair and impartial trial may be secured,
which 1f granted, will carry the cases to another county in
the circuit to be called and tried at the regular or special
term of court of such county.

With the evidence I have assembled, I see no reason 'hi77

I mention the foregoing proceedure in order that you
may know and understand the amount of work and delay that
may be reasonably expected before any against whom true bills
may be found can be brought to trial under the laws of this
State.

Up to this time I have had no assistance in these
matters from the source of detectives or attorneys except
the former State Attorney, resigned, who assiasted in the
habeas corpus hearing.

The indictment of the guilty parties will depend, to a
great extent, upon those composing the Grand Jury. I have
been informed by the State Attorney that they are good
reliable citizens of Lee County.

Just as soon as something definite is ascertained I ”
will inform you.

Hoping that there will not be a miscarriage of justice

in this matter, I am,
Sincerely yours, 'fé/
H (L Tpedten

H. A. Rider,
County Prosecuting Attorney.
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National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People,
69 Fifth Avenue,

New York, N. Y.

Dear Sirs:=-

I am nerewith enclosing clippings from the editorial
page of the Tampa Tirbune, Tampa, Florida, of Saturday, June 11,
1927, issue, in order that you may see that the good work,to which
your organization contributed, is still going on and having its
effect.

"Levins" referred to is a white man who murdered almost an
entire family at Tampa more than a week ago and it was necessary
to call out the State militia to protect him from the mob and
several members of the mob were killed by the militia in
protecting him,S=Ss—%=s=mwt. The last four lines of "Mob Rule"
refers to the lynching of Henry Patterson on the streets of this
place, May 1llth, 1926, to which you contributed.

It is true that the Circuit Court Judge and the State Attorney
2 whitewashed" the investigation of the lynching of Henry Patterson
but we stirred up such & "hornet's nest" throughout the State of
of Florida $M&2 that lynching of colored people in this State
will in the near future be eliminated.

Before our fight in the Henry Patterson lynching, colored
people were not allowed in this (Hendry) county but at this time
we have several hundred and they are in no way molested. I used
part of the fund you contributed in going to Tallahassee before
the Governor and induced him to compel the executive officers of
this county to protect the colored people wio were here and who
may come here later. Today the colored person is just as safe in
this county as anywhere else in the Union. We made it so hot for
the lynchers of Henry Patterson that we have no anticipation of
another lynching of a colored person in this county. And the fight
we made is having a wholesome effect throughout the entire State.

Thanking you for the assistance you gave us, I anm,

Yours very truly,

A L. JC olen

H. A. Rider,
County Prosecuting Attorney,













Degember 2, 1926

Mr, Herbert Bayard Swope,
The New York World,
Pulitzer Building,

New York City

¥y dear Mr, Swope:

I have received a telegram from Mr, Will W,
Alexander who 18, as you know,Director of the Commission
on Interracial Cooperation. it was regarding the LaBelle,
Florida, Lynohiaf. I am enclosing a copy of a letter
from Mr., H. A. Rider, Prosecuting Attorney of LaBelle,
which will give you some idea of this case. From the
beginning Mr, Rider has been working hard to seoure cone
;ig:iona of those responsible for the lynching of lenry
atterson.

Mr, Alexander told me he had wired you
suggesting that Mr. Garrett or some other representative
of The World might bde sent to LaBelle. 1 have wired
Mr, Ale 6r that I would ocommunicate with you dbut that
I was very doudbtful ebout the wisdom of dividing publioe
attention at this stage. I think in the Aiken case we
have the olearest ocut case against lynohing that oould
be imagined and I am not at all sure that the LaBelle case
would astrengthen opinion against lynohing or merely prove
a distraction. From the newspaper end of it you wil
Inow far bvetter than I,

Sincerely yours,

Secreteaery

JWJ/RR

Pe3y = I am enclosing
: - ng the original of My, i
0 us. Will you be good enough to return ?%dgg Sstéggtq&;tgg{e&







June 18, 192%

Herbert A. Rider, Esq.
LaBelle, Ila,
¥y deer My. Rider:

I have your letter of the 1l3th enclosing
the olipping from the Tampa Tribune. Thank you for
letting us see this.

We are f;lad the Association was able to
help in bettering hondittons in Hendry County.

8incerely yours,

Seoretary




LaBelle, Fla,
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NEGRO LYNCHED

Chain Gang Prisoner Seized By
. Mob and Hangeq

By United Press

LUBELLE, Fla.—Selzed by a
mel of white men, Henry Pat-
terson, negro, who Was laboring
b a chain gang, was lynehed
here Tate Tuesday. He was ae.
tused of having attacked -ar
White woman. All megroes have!
dled the town, |
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’ LYNCHING
Labell, Floride

Few York Times - May 12, 1926
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Culprit Accused of 'wmmmmu¢
|vmmum—4mﬁnségﬁh.a ged.
LABELL, 1 (). —Accused |

New York World - May 12, 1926
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The Telegram, Lukaland, Fla. May 1

NEGRD LYMEHED
NEAR LABELLE

Allege_d Attacker Shot and
Body Paraded Through
Streets of Town '

—

(By Aﬂoclated Press]
[ -Mgna.- Fla, May 11 —?Hennr
Ps%%uon nagrq. was shot and
Kkilled near here this mmuon
by a hmd. wlms m%

ed from the ofﬂcm' car,
18 said, and was later cap-
tured by a band of white men
between herg and Goodno station,
.n nhort diztame from town. The

_ n shortly hefore noon and
attacked her, but later it was
sald ghe told friends she merely
‘hecame frightened at his pres.
ence; that he went to the house

for a drink of 'n\‘.ar apd she ran -
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LYNCH D

*he Democrat, Natchaz, Miss. Moy 1k, 192¢C.

[NEGR® IS LYNCHED
| AND BODY P ED

T 2T

LA BELLD, Fla.,, May 11—Aumd
of having attacked a white woman,
Henry Patterson, negre, was shot and
killed near here lute today by @ Band
of white men, The body was paraded
through the streets hers and then
[lmnged to tree on the outskirts of
town

Pa_t.teraon was arrvested shorlly be-
fore nuon by o eitizen who turned him
over to officers. He was saild to have
eseaped trom the oflicers’ eay and was
dater captured by the band, While the
men Iynched the negro the sherift was
in Port Goodno, near here in search
|for him. '

The charge against the' negro wans
that he went to the house of & white
woman shortly before noon and at-
tacked her, bul Jater officers said that
they lenrned she told friends she mere-
ly hecame frightened at the negro's
presence. and ran from the  house
‘sereaming.

‘Svon afterwards armed men hegan
to gather in groups on the streets
here and the lynching followed, The
caroner ealled a Jury to hold an In-
quest tonight.
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GUVEHN[IH GALS 04T
TROOP3 TO HANDLE
LABELLE DISORDER

NEGROES FLEE TOWN AS
INVESTIGATION BEGINS
INTO LYNCHING

|All Reported Quiet But More
| Officers Deputized to
Guard Road Camps

TALLAHASSEE, May 12 —(Asso-
ciated Press) —Between 55 and 40 of|
the stats troopers, members of the;
Natlonal Guard Company located . at|
Arcadia, have been- ordered by Gov-|
ernor Martin to proceed at once to!
LaRBelle in connection with the in-
vestigation there of the lynching Mon-
day of a megro. B

FORT MYERS, siay 12.—(Tribune
News Service.)—With special ceputies
on guard at all road camps where ne-
groes are guartered and with Sheriff|
Dan McLaughln, of Hendry county, .
crepared for aly emergency that may
arise during the night, the town of
LaBelle, 32 miles northeast of here is
fiightful quiet tonight following tho
Iy nching yesterday of Xenry Patter-
son, negro road hand.

Despite efforts on the part of road
contractors and assurances of the
sheriff that there will be no further
action on the part of the mob which
early last night threatened to storm a
regro camp, many of the laborers
have abandoned the road camps, mak-
irg their way out of the danger zone
in autos, trucks and some by foot.
Sherift McLaughlin said today three
truckloads of megroes came to Fort
Myers, while two lpads went to DMoore
Haven. | ;

As a result of the disorganization
of the crews, road construction in
Hendry county was at a standstill
with the contractors 'unable to pro-
ceed with the various projects on ac-
count of labor shortage

Citizens Deputized

Immediately afler the bullet- rlddled

tcdy of Patterson had been found

dangling from a tree within two
tlocks of the center of LaBelle, the
sheriff, fearing further violence on
the part of the mob, had all negroes
in the four road camps in the vicinity
of the town assembled in one camp
where a heavy guard of special depu-
ties was placed for their protection.
Twelve prominent LaBelle citizens
were deputized, heavily armed and
placed on guard duty. .

| After an wuneventful nlght rumors
‘Were dlnin current today indicating
blins were being made to rid the com-
|| munity of all negroes. Fearing anoth-
I er outbreak, Sheriff McLaughlin called
on Sheriff Tippins, of Lee county, for
assistance and requested that Head-
quariers Company of the 116th Ar-
tillery, National Guard, stationed here,
be mustered for riot duty. The situ—
ation became quieter during the aft-
ernoon, however, and the sheriff re-
perted he had the disturbance under
control.

Ly D LiLe

In the meantime Governor Martin,
learning of the outbreak, wired Sherifr
McLaugilin to upheld the law at any
cost and to call on the.state for as-
sistance in the event the situation be-
came uncontrollable.

The Hendry county sheviff said that
a, moh composed of approximateiy 25
men made up the lynching party and
that every eftort will be made to bring
the responsible men to justice, He
pointed ‘out that the viclim of the
mob, while known to kavé been a
“*kad” negro, had not injured mor en-
tered the home of the white woman
v'ho laid the charges against him.

Woman Frightened

The wonman, it was said, became
fiightened when the negro appeared
at the rear door of her home, and
mereamed as sne fled from the house
‘v.'nh her child.

A coroner's jury is investigating the
icase and a thorough probe is being
made, the sherlff said.

i
Governor Awaits Verdicts
TALLAHASSEE, May 12.—(A.P.)—
Reports of the sheriffs of Pinellas and
Hendry counties regarding investiga-
tions into the lynching of two negroes
within the last three days were being!

awaited here tomight by Governor,
Martin. L {
The governor telegraphed Sheriff |

Roy Booth, of Pinellas county, for fuil
particulars of the lynching Sunday of
Parker Watson, *'and reasons for your
deputies turning him over to = six
masked men.”

To Sheriff McLaughlin, of LaBelle,
the executive sent a message, 1emind-
ing the officer he had authority ‘‘tc
swear in as many citizens of your
county as necessary to preserve peac:
and order,”’ and that any one who
refused to act could Le prosecuted,

Grand Jury Fails
CLEANWATER, May 12—(A.P.)—
Ffforts of the Iinellas county grand
jury to unearth some tangible clue
to the mysterious killing of Parker
Watson, negro, taken from deputy
theriffs Sumday night by six masked
men, have been fruitless, according to
the report submitted to Judge TFree-
lan P, Lane, of the circuit court
loday.

Following the examination of
Henry  Belcher, J. S Muecker,
doputy aheriffs, and J. D, Peacank, St.
Peteraburg constable, by whoni the
n1egro was being conducted to Clear-
water, and L. H. Sellers and C. H.
sellers, blothers, who found the body
»f the negro on a lonely roadside near
3t. Petersburg Monday morning, the
gzrand jury. reported that nothing was
carned on which further investigation
may be made. o

The grand jury recommended that
the county commissioners offer a
saitable reward for the arrest and
conviction of the person or persons
\‘ho abducted the alleged bandit from
the officers in charge of him and
probably killed him. This followed a
resolution by the county commission-
rrs yesterday to the e[t‘ect that the
comimissioners will stan dly be-
hind Sheriff Roy Bootl
tigation that he may desire to
tiear up the mystery.

News bulletins are dlsplayed I
walls inslde factories of Russi
#ep  workers posted on
eats without Jeaving thelr
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UBLLE QUET
TIPS AANE

Will Assure Freedom
| of Testimony Before

)|
}

i Lynchmg Probe.

i LA.'BELLE_ —S‘W:ndar orders of
Gov. John W, Martin, Battery ¥,
116th Fleld Artillery, of Arcadis, ar-

ved here this morning and will
remain until after the Inquest into
'npmynun;ﬂhmyfwwﬁw%lﬁ-

| gro, whoss bullet-tiadied body wes
paraded through the streets before
(it was hanged to m ‘tree. Mgimn
protection was deemed adyisabla by
Laalle clftaens It S0y, O maest
freedom O . ~at the inquest. |
Patterson was ug:"!r{ed of attacking |
a white woman ‘but nﬁe testily

that the woman said she became
friglitened when Patterson appeared |
at the back door of her home and

asked for a drifdk of water.
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NINGS IN ALL SECTION
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Wires General Foster to Have
Unit in
Readiness.

Nearest

INO CLUE TO KILLING

OF NEGRO PATTERSON

Probe in Pinellas Slaying of
Parker Watson Is

Fruitless.

The Assoclated Press.

| TALLAHASEE, May May 12.—A
| detachment of state militia to restore
order at LaBelle was imminent here
tonight. Gov. John W. DMartin
announced that he had instructed
Adjutant General F. C. R. Foster, at
St, Augustine, to get the nearest unit
In readiness at once,

Reports of the sheriffs of Pinellas
and Hendry counties regarding In-
vestigations into the lynchlng of two
negroes within the past three days
were being awaited here tonight by

'GOVERNOR MARTINTO |I
USE STATE MILITIA AT
LA BELLE IF NEEDED

Governor Martin. !

The governor this morning tele-|
graphed Sheriff Roy Booth, at St.!
Petersburg for full particulars of the |
lynching Sunday of Parker Watson, |
¢‘and reasons for your deputies turn-‘
ing him over to six masked men.”

To Sheriff. D. L. McLaughlin, of
LaBelle, the executive despatched a |
message reminding the officer that'
the later had authority ‘“to swear in
as many cltizens of your county as
necessary to preserve peace and or-
der,” and that anyone who refused to
act could be prosecuted. The govern-
or’s telegram followed one sent earl-
ier in the day in which Sheriff Mec- |
Laughlin was asked for detalls of the
lynchlng yesterday of Henry Patter-
son, who was charged with an at-
tempted attack upon a white woman.

Sheriff Asks for Help.

Sheriff Mclaughlin telegraphed
the governor early thls aflernoon
that messages sent last night by res-

|
|

idents of LaBelle, asking for the
militia to preserve order, had been
sent without his knowledge and that
he could handle the situation. The
sheriff then wired that he could “use
alght or ten men as ofllcers, with au-
thority to arrest.” The governor's
message that as many citlzens as
necessEury be sworn in was the an-
swer,

Wesley C. Rlchards, county judge
at LaBelle, and H., A. Rider, prose-
cuting attorney, in a communication
to the governor late today stated|
that conditions there were quiet, and |

Fthot a3 aarnasw'as Imai1100t s5rm e Lo Sl

The governor's message to Sherilf

telegramg from Herman Dann, presi-
dent of the Floridn State Chamber
of Commerce, and Frank L. Pulver,
8. Peterahurg publisher, asking for
an investlgation. Mr. Dann declared
that the lynching of Watson, which
oceurred whlle the negro was being
taken to the Pinellas county jail to
awalt trial on charges of robbery
and housebreaking indicated ‘“‘culpa-
ble negligence or outright conspira-
cy on the part of city or county of-
ﬁcer,s charged with his safe-keep-
ing.'

Hold Inquest.

FORT MYERS, May 12.—(AP).—
The inquest investigating the lynch-
ing of Henry Patterson, negro, at
LaBelle yesterday, heard six wit-
nesses this afternoon in the contin-
uation of the inquiry started last
night, and then adjourned until 9 a.
m. tomorrow. Sheriff Dan McLaugh-
lin said that two more days undoubt-
edly would be required to complete
the investigation.

Talk, of driving all negroes from
the v1cm1ty of LaBelle was resumed
today, Sheriff McLaughlin said. Ear-
‘¥ In the day he telephoned to Fort
Myers to ask if a detail of National
Guardsmen from the headquarters
company of the 116th field artillery
here could be sent to LaBelle if need-
ed. Later he decided to ask aid from
Sheriff F. B. Tlippins of Lee county,
but Sheriff Tlppinsg said this evening
that he had not recelved the call

Witneases Examined.

The witnesses examined today in-
cluded Mrs. Bennett Crawford whose
fright when Patterson appeared at
her home yesterday morning started
the trouble., She testified that the ne-
gro had entered her Kkitchen when
she was in another part of the house.
When she saw him, she said, she
selzed her child and ran screaming
to the home of a neighbor.

Women residing in the nelghbor-
hood testifled to seelng the negro
run towards the river as men in the
vieinlty, attracted by Mrs. Crawford’'s
soreams, hurried towdrd the resi-
dence.

The examlnation of the witnesses isg
being conducted behind closed doors
by H. A. Rider, county prosacuting
attorney, with County Judge Wesley
C. Richardson preslding., Mr. Rider
sald that witnesses today who had
talked with Mrs. Crawford after the
affair yesterday testified that she
had at that time told them that the
negro had not entered her home but
had appeared at the door to ask for
a drink of water.

Mr. Rider sald that Investigation
was being conductem sn wecret be-
cause witnesses summoned had hesi-
tated to testify at a publlc hearing.
The prosecutor added that no effort
had yet been made to ascertain the
identity of those In yesterday’s dis-
order, but expressed confidence that
names would come out as the inquest
proceeds, He said that the authori-
ties planned to make no arrests until
after a verdict was reached.

= —
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Wires General Foster to Have
Unit

Readiness.

Nearest in

OF NEGRO PATTERSON

Probe in Pinellas Slaying of
Parker Watson Is

Fruitless.

The Associated Press,

TALLAHASEE, May May 12.—A
detachment of state militia to restore
order at LaBelle was imminent here
tonight. Gov. John W. Martin
announced that he had instructed
Adjutant General J. C. R, Foster, 2t
St. Augustine, to get the nearest unit
in readiness at once,

Reports of the sheriffs of Pinellas

and Hendry counties regarding in-
vestigations into the lynching of two
negroes within the past three days
were being awaited here tonight by
Governor Martin,
The governor this morning tele-
graphed Sheriff /Roy Booth, at St.
Petersburg for full particulars of the
lynching Sunday of Parker Watson,
¢‘and reasons for your deputies turn-
Ing him over to six masked men.”
To Sheriff D. L. McLaughlin, of
LaBelle, the ‘executive despatched a
message reminding the officer thal
the later had authorlty ‘“to swear in
as many cltizens of your county ag
necessary to preserve peace and or-
der,'” and that anyone who refused to
act could be prosecuted. The govern-
or's telegram followed one sent earl-
ier in the day in which Sheriff Mc-
Laughlin wae asked for details of the
lynchirg yesterday of Henry Patter-
son, who was charged with an at-
tempted attick upon a white woman.
Sheriff Asks for Help.

Sherlff McLaughlin telegraphed
the governor early this afternoon
that messages sent last night by res-
idents of LaBelle, asking for the
militia to preserve order, had been
sent without his knowledge and that
he could handle the situation, The
sheriff then wired that he could ‘‘use
eight or ten men as officers, with au-
thority to arrest.'” The governor's
message that as many citizens as

swer. o T =

necessary he sworn in was the an-|

IGOVERNOR MARTIN TO
USE STATE MILITIA AT

I
i

= il ~ A i

IF NEEDED

Wesley C. Richards, county judge
at LaBelle, and H, A, Rlder, prose-
cuting attorney, in & communication
to the gavernor late today staled
thet conditions there were gulet, and
that a coroner's ingquest was in prog-
ress. tv=
The governor's message to Sheriff
Booth was sent following receipt of
telegrams from Herman Dann, presi-
dent of the X¥lorida State Chamber
of Commerce, and Frank L. Pulyer,
St. Petersburg publisher, asking for
an Investigation, Mr. Dann declared
that the lynching of Watson, which

pecurred while the negro was being
taken to the Pinellaz county jall to
awalt trial on charges of Ptobbery
lard housebreaking indicated ‘culpi=
ble negligence or outrighi consplra-
ey on the part of elty or county ol«
ficers charged with his safe-keep-
ing.” g

Hold Inquest.lz (AP)
FORT MYERS, May —{AE).—
The inguest Inyvestigating the lyneh-
Ing of Henry Patterson, noegro,
LaBelle yeosterday,
nesses this afternbon In the contin-
uation of the Inguiry started last

pleht, snd then adjourned unttl § &
J Sheriff Dan Mchaugh=|

m, toemorrow.
1in snid that two more days undoubt-
edly would be required to compléte
the Investigation,

Talk of driving all negroes from
the vicinity of LuBelle wax rvesui_‘nad
{oday, Sheriff MecLaughlin sald. Ear-
1y in the day he telephoned to Fort
Myers to ask.if a detall of National
Guardemen from the headiuarters
company of the 116th field artiliery
hLere could be sent to LaBelle if nped-
wd. Later he decided to ask ald from
Sherlff ¥, B. Tlppins of Les county,
but Sheriff Tippins said this evening
that he had not received the call

Witnessesx Examined,

The witnesses examined today {n-
cluded Mrs. Bennett Crawford whose
fright when Patterson appeared at
her home yesterday morning started
the trouble, She testifled that the ne-
gpo had entered her kitchen when
shia was In another part of the house.
When she saw im, she 2ald, she

te the home of a naighbor. . |

W]Lmnn residing In the neighbor-
hood testified to =eeing the negro
run towards the river as men in the
vieinlty, attracted by Mrs, Crawford's
sereams, hurrled towdrd
dence,

by H. A. Rider, vounty prosecuting
attornay, with County

(. Rlechardson presiding.

talked with Mrs,
affalr yesterday
had at that time told
nezgro had not entered her
had appeared at the door
n drink of water,

Mr. Rider sald

tentifiod

to ask for

had yet besn made

ldentity

Sital a verdiet was remched.

at,
heard six wit- |

gelzed hep chlld and Tan Bscreaming

the regl-

The examination of the witnesses is
peing condueted behind closed doors

Judge Weslny
Mr. Rider
sald that witnesses todpy wWho had
Srawford after the
thrt she
hem that the
home but

t'hnt ln\'est'lgalg;n
was being conduoles s secret =
cise. wl.-t%aum_s summoned had hesi-
tated to' tostify e;itd md:m;lbllu h“ﬂ:ﬁ
: rosecutor sdded that no effort
CE ot | to ascertain the
of those In yesterday's dis-
order, hut axpreosssd qonﬁﬁlen?z: Er:::t
names wonld come ont ak the lhaues

pmueda.'ﬂe sald that the nuthori-
tles planned to make no arrests untii
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LA BELLE LYNCHING

Coroner's Jury Working Un-
der Protection of State
Militia,

PRISONERS REMOVED
AS SAFE PRECAUTION

Taken to Arcadia Under
Guard After Prelim-
inary Hearing. |

LA BELLE, May 14— Tour mean
| Were arvested here late today on first
flegres murder charges In connedtion
| with the death of Henry Patteraon,
| negro, who was lynched 'by a mob
Tuesdny.

The prigsonars were Driz Curry,

Lemuel Howard, Ham Smith and Stan-
lay Aultman, They were arrested by
Sheriff D, L. MceLaughlin on coroner's
Jury warranty lssued by County Judge
W, C. Richards.

Natlonal guardsmen from Arcadia,
\who have been on duty here in con-
nootion with the jury investigation
into the death of Patterson, assist-
ed the sheriff in rbun'&'lng" up
three of Wis prisoners. Curry, How-
|ntd and Smith wero the first ones
| taken Into custody. Shortly after
their arrival at the courthouss, Ault-
| man appeared voluntarily, sald he had
heard they were looking for him, and
surrenderead,

Immediately after their arrest the
four men were glven & prellminary
bearing befors Judge Richards and
held without ball for sotfon by the
grand jury.

A detafl of guardsmen then took
the prisoners to Arcadls where they
were turned over to the authorities
|tharo for safekeeping,

Npws of the arrests spread through
| this section lke wild fire and extra
precautions were taken by the militia
|' to gnard against a possible onut-

hrakl. ' . — _I- —'11'
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LABELVEAAK £,
FIAST ARRESTS
IFTER LYNGHING

I'_]jroops Take Four Men, ,I

Conditions werve cuiet _‘l’od.’l__\'. Sher-
i MoLaughlin, who wired {ovarnor
Martin this morning, suggesting willi=
drawnl of the troops, sent w second
telegram later dn the dav,- seying the
peegence of the guardsmen was (e=
atred for o while longer. Thin action
wik takefl In view of nrrests which
were expeeted and whisgh were made
later.
Barbarism Hinted

Tlsodes in connecticn will_l tha
lenehing hove glven ill\"rH_llKh'-l:lH m{-
[horitlos the Impresslon thal barboric
methods were userl by the mob In K=
ing 1ts viclim, Ons stovy i 1o tha
effect that the lmehers shot the negro
savernl times and placed hiny In-a half
dyisg condition on the running board
of an automobile.

”mrged With Mur-
- der, to Arcadia

~ GUNS IN SQUARE

—_——

“ew Negroes Go Back to Work
~ Under Guard As Town
| Gets Quiet Again

LA BELLE, May 14.—(A.P)—Four
men were arrvested here today on fi}*st |
ldegree murder charges in connection
lwith the death of Henry Patterson,
inegro, who was lynched hy a mob
Tuezduy.,

[ e prigoners were: Stanley Ault-

SOLDIERSMOUNT |

Jyuest.

In searching for arms, members of
the moh broke inte & citizen's hgme
while he was at work, and terrpr]zed
his wife in their demnands for rifle or
pistol, it was said.
Officers Testify

A veil of secrecy has been thrown
about the room in the courthouse
where the jury is holding its in-
Officials will not divulge rve-
sults of their inquest, pending its
completion and their veport (o Gov-
ernor Martin, Two of the witnesses
thus far examined are Sheviff Me-
| Laughlin and Town Marshal IR, 1DR
Tadwards. he shevilf has said re-
peatedly he was at Goodno, a settle-
ment about six miles from here, at
the time of the lynching.. Both offi-
cers have heen subjected to severe
grilling by the judge and the law-

el
Witness after witness was sum-
moned  before the coroner’'s jury

throughout the day as the inquisitors
pursued their examination. Appar-
ently reassured by the presence of the
guardsmen, a number of persons of- |
fered to assist the investigation. From |
them further details were learned con- |
cerning the killing of ithe negro.

Names of persons, zaid to have heen,

man, Deig Curry, Lemuel Inward. and

Finpd Bmith. They were ayrested h._\-|
SHetllt . .. MclLaughlin on caroner s

jury warrants jesued by Counly Judge

|“". . Richards.

National guardsmen from Arvcadia,
who have heen on duty here in von-
nection with the Jury Investigntion
linto the death of Patterson, assisted
the sheriff in ropnding up the prisoti- |
;l'.‘!'!'.

ey, Howara and HBmHH ware the
firat taken Into cudtody, Shortly aftor
thelr arclval st the courthouse; Anlt=
|man appeated voluntarily, said hie hnd
henrd they were looking for him and
lsurrendered.

Held Without Bond

Immedintely after thely arrest the
four men wers given & prel_lm.'mm-_-_.-
heaving before Judge Richards and |
held without bail for action by the

N Jury, . |
|3'f;_1mﬂgm‘.1 of guardsmen then took | |
|{ln prisoners fo Avcadii wherh they |
wers furned aver to the authovities
there for safe keeping. Sl AT
“ News of the arrests srl)lreud rapidly

[ this section pnd extri prés-
::::fn :1?3 wers kel by the militin to
unrd against a possible outbrenk.

Phe arvestk were the climnx of ®
{hree-dny Investigation into the lynch-
ing. County Prosecutor I A Hider,
who |8 conducting the inaulry, sald it
would extend at least another week,
Judgs Richards: has fssyed subpoenass
Tow tearly 100 persons und the piuthori
{es expeot- further arrests as the in=
vestigation vroceeds.

|
1

Bt

members of the mob, were supplied to||
the jury. Tt was _announced Shatly
hefore noon the officials obtained the
first complete story of the erime.
Mrs, Mary Hayes Davis, edilor of
the little weskly newspaper here. wit-
nexsed an incident connected with the
lynching. She was standing in the
doorway of her office when the mob
rode wildly down the etreet and
stopped. ; d
- Breaking away from his eaptors, the

tortured negro turned to Mrs. Davis |
L swith a plea for help. gl

‘“Man, I can not help vou,” she
eried. ““Prav to your God.”

ditor Gets Story
As Patterson’s captors idragged him
back to the running board ot the au-
tomobijle, Mrs. Davis was rapidly jol-
ting down notes for her guidance in
preparing the ‘story’ for her paper. |

bt Wil deat

fusillade whio,
almost, to shidhds,

_l'tas—oculin Aftorney Rider said to-
night that nmueh eredit for the suc-
|c288 of the prole thus far was dus tn
Capt. S. €, 8mith, in charge of the

Lore Jt& victim's body

natinnal guardmen, and Capt. Bupert

Smilth, his brother, who is assistliyg
Irlim.

Citizens here, while relieved by the |
nresence of the troops, are worried |
over the expense. Hendry county is one
of the newest counties in the state
and has just undertaken an extensive
program of road construction. The.
cost of maintaining the soldiers is said
to be about $201 a day,

Immediately after the Iynching prac-

tleally every negro road worker fled
from lown. Today, however, a num-
ber were brought back by the con-

tractors and resumed their work under’
the protection of the guardsmen who
have set up {(wo machine guns in the
courtlionse squure,

Tar and Feathers Used

KREY WIEET, May 14.—(A.P.)Y—AN
identificd negra was reported seized by
‘A group of meyn here today and taken
to the outskirts of the city where he
was whipped and subsequently tarred
and feathered.

The incident was said to have fol-
lowed “insulting remarks which the
negro was alleged to have made to a
promihent white woman on a down-
town street eavlier in the day.
| After the cont of {ar and feathers
had been applied, the negro was con-
ducted to the only railvoad track
connecting ey West with the Florida
mainland and ordered to “beat it.”

This was the thivrd kidnaping here
within the last two  weeks, following
alleged insults to white women.

Body May Be Exhumed

ST, PETIERSBURG, May 14, —(Trib-
nne News Nervice.)—A post mortem
examination of the body of Parker
Watson, negro, lynched here last Sun-
day night hy a band of armed men
on the Seminole road probably will be
made this week, officials from the:
sheriif's office announced today. 'I'he
mvestigation of the lynching, accord-
ing to reports from 7Tallahassee, has
been turned over to the sherilf.

The post mortem will be made to
determine the callber of the five bul-
1ets which entered the negro's hody of-
Ticials beln;: of the opinion that the
bullets wili provide clues leading to
arrests of the lynchers.

Although it has been announced that
investigation has been turned over to
Sherif{ Roy Booth, it was said here
today that' special nolice had ‘arrived
from ‘I'allabassce to conduct an in-
vestigation.

.Part of Troops Retire
JACKSONVILLIE, May 14.—(A.P,

The negro broke away’ fromn his Halt of the troops stationed at gha-
captors several . times precedlng his Belle have heen ordered to ‘rifurn
death, but he scemed too bewildered |to their’ headquarters city, Augladia,
to make any determined effort at g by Governor Martin, he anipinced
€scape, 3 h&e tonight.

On one occasion, a spectator de- M Lo —
claved, Patlerson was perhaps 50 feet ’ms%
from the mob and was jogging along 025’9(5
the road looking desperately for a 19a31H

place to hide.

The negro stopped at a wire fence DY)
and threw one leg over it. apparently iSI1PD

intending to crawl beneath a nearby
house,
the fugitive's left shounlder sapged and
he fell through the wire.
monients 1he mioh closed in on him

again and threw him on the running

hoard of ih N A 1
AT (131 MO4IY

F i ‘ Ny 03509
As he did so, a shotgun roared, wImg

In a few mamyy
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'Mrana 1 nnf Therefore, Be It resolved, That|'
N ' {4 we, the Business Men's Biblo elasg
¥ | & il of tho Congregational church of St.
g i HU T o -Patmb_uméﬁ'.'emhy express  our
. nr AORINCRARNIEDR horror of the crime and condemn
( nseE 1 | 3 =11 It in the strongest and most un-
UHOL Liy gualified terms, beliaving that mux
= or is murder by whom and wpo
i 4 ‘Wwhomsoever it may be commit 3
1IF and that crinie unpunished incites

—

LEGION, BIBLE CLASS AND the eriminal mind fo other crimes,
CITY COMMISSION ADOPT 'gf:; &%ewh%ws?f&?;ﬁ?ﬂh‘ﬂ
i WoNE SIS N R i

REpOTUTIGNS all our constituted -_nqthnﬁﬁ-.uﬁ

L7, 1 (R W - : : cluding the sheriff of Pinellas coun-|
Resolutions condemning  the {ys his honor the mayor of St. Pe-
Iynehing of Parker Watson, negro, tershurg, the forees of our police
last Sunday night, after he was department, and his excellency, the
taken from three deputics by a governor of the stats, will exert

e 7 oo st BBl ckiciel
idopted by the local post of the nmand {0, discover tha perpe-
American Legion and the Business mtora .ﬁ-nﬂ._.h@sﬁtibs?ﬁht@tig%ﬂg@-
Men's Bible class of the First Con. i owhtgﬁ;%&e Ll t'i‘f; stig-
e ey and fame of thin falr sity mmiy
B oauasmeetiug Tast sty FEBLECS C0 HUA Sl T hut.
the city commission, on motion of that every resident, irrespectiye of
e pramer B G Bag end on| g N e e SR TolOF
the second of Commissioner W. humble to the highest in point of
Scott Serviss, instructed City. At position and influence, may . foel
isiey o B Bredley fo Graft n  oneds on the Trdtastiin 0 which
or DUTtioR o went e BT wa all aro entitlsd under tho. con:
murder of Wainore giflty offthe’ giitntion and laws of our state and
murder of Watson, while in the ::23'},%" ind laws of our state an

‘custody of the law and placing at . We regard this deed as that of a
the disposal of those now inye ti- band of conspirators who strack a
gating the crime all facilities of the blow in the dark at the foundation
clty which would assist in bringing of law and order, declaring to all
the murderers to justice.” The re- the world their bellef that the
solution was unanimously adopted courts and legal fnstitutions of St
jand the formal action of the com- Petersburg, the county of Pinellas,
mission will be taken at an ad- and the state of Florida, can nat
journed session tomorrow after- ba trusted fo protect citizens and
noon at 3 o'clock, No offer of an adminigter justice, In {these
additional reward was Included in consplrators: geem fto ‘havel been
‘the resolution. sustained by the thres . arg of

Discussion of the situation which the law who, as they say, fled at
'emphasized the objection officials the first threat and suirendered
B e e fthelr sworn duty to lawless men.
had to the roeflection upon the com- _ And De it further resolved, That
munity resulting from a lynching, ‘we condemn most vigorously the
even though it did not accur with. action of (he three officers wha,
in the elty itself, caused Commis. . although sworn to protact the lives
sloner Serviss (o propose that the [of those entrusted fo iheir care,
coun _be asked to provide ‘handed over a heudeufied man to

@ sultable Jail or detention house e tortured and murdered with:
for county prisonars here and for out an eflort to protect him, and
offices of the sheritt's deputies, he- fthen calmly going to bed withont
‘cause of the overcrowding of the lgiving notice to their guperior offf-,,

city fall facilities when county as cers of what had happened. o],
well as municipal prisoners arg ds. | Resolved, That cony o e
fained there. It was pointed ou: foregoing be furnished each of (he™¥
(that Watson, the negro Jynshed, three daily newspapers of this elty,m,
had been @ county prisoner after also & copy each to the sherift of

‘his arralgnment in the n Py Pinellas county, the mayor and
pifegin, L Yo "ESLrate o chiet of Duties of S Belontirs

FaraN e b nd the governor of the state,
%e'# ﬂ?&?‘;"mmcm e ng;_ *quroxg?d by the class.
to the mmr'sﬁf-#tﬁ?ﬁtéﬂtwgfaﬂf - (Signed) J. H. WINCHESTER,

~ Presldent
(Signed), HARVEY JEWELL,
‘ . Secretary
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His Efforts to Trace Slayers of Parker Watson
Have Failed, Blanc Tells State Executive

in Telegram to Capital

- ¢rom Yesterday's Final Edition:)
‘Unable to uncover evidence point-

ing to the slayers of Parker Wat-

qon, negro, alter he had been taken
from three deputiss & weelk ago
Sundey night, Mayor €. M. Blane
today telegraphed Governor John
Y. Martin, notifying the executive
_of his efforts, and concluding 'the

witl the etatement  “if |

you can suggest or aid us in any
way, would greatly appreciate it

Immediately after the abduction
of the negro with the subsequent

finding of his body the day follow-

ing near Olearview Avenue, Mayor

‘Blane assigned several deticeives

to the case, with instructions to in-
vestigate every clue that came t9
~their attention.

Although the affair happened out-
side the city limifs, and, accord-
ing to the mayor, comes within the

jumsdietion of the sheriff's depart-
ment, the head of the city stated
that hie took action in the case, in
{he hope of clemring up what
has been termed inall quarters as a
blot upon the state. :

Following is the telegram sent
by Mayor Blane to the governor
at the state capital today:

T liave made every effort to get
evidence in connection with the
killing of Parker Watson, colored,
in this county the night of May 9,
‘when he was taken from deputy
sheriffs en route to ‘Clearwater jail
from this city. Hvery clae orought
to my attention has been rfollow-
ad by my special men de'egated to
this case, but all our efforts have
resulted in no.- evidence of guilty
parties. If you:can suggest or aid

us in any way, would greatly ap-
preciate it.” : ]
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The Times, v,

Lynching Suspects
May Be eleased

FORTY M‘I’]IIRS May 21.—(F—
A writ of habeas corpus, return-
able May 27, was lssued yesterday
by Judge George W, Whitehurst of
the circuit on petition of Louls O.
Gravely, counsel for the 17 men
arrested in conneetion with the
lynching of Tenry Patterson, ne-
gro, at LaBelle on May 11.

The efforts of the defendants
to obtain their release on ball will
be resisted by the state. S. Watt
Lawler, state's attorney for the dis-
{trict, sald yesterday after the date
for hearing arguments on the writ
had been fixed,

Palm

Bauch, Fla,
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Clearwater,Fla.

The Advertiser,

NEGRO IS LYNCHED

ST, PETERSBURG, BLA, May §—
(AP)—Piarker Wiatson, negro, Wiks

taken fram three deputy = :
shavtly beéfors 10 _qu[g;;h‘wam
masked nieu dp WG L tomailes on

the noctiiaid) of Seminple Bridge, he-

W Sl Petersburg gand Clearwate
Watsun was held fon a serles of rof'
weries tn 8t Petershure, : ’
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COUNTY GRND JURY
- MOVES O GLEAR P
PNELLAS LYNGHING

SHERIFF ASKS INVESTIGA-
"TION INTO DEATH OF
NEGRO

ﬁlleged Purse Snatcher Taken
From Deputies By Masked
Band and Shot

ST, MUTERSBURG, May 10.—(Trih-
ithe  NeWws  Servies)—Tha Pinellas
eotmty grand jury will open an fnves-
Ygation tomprrow into the lynching

late Jnnt night of Parker Watson, ne-.
gro, whe was taken from deputy sher-
e yeon baml of sk armed and’

mnsked men and shot.

This was announced fonighl  hy
Sherttf Roy Boolh, Who requested’ the
gidhd Jury Investization, after n ver-
dict was returngd by p givoper's jury
that the negro cnime to hia death by
gunshot wounds at the hahde of un-
known partles." )

Deputy sheriffs sdald today the band
Hook the negro from them on the
county highway near the Seminole
|hridge ms they were transferring him
Huom the oity jail here to) the county

!ja.ll-n,t Hearwhter, Flis body was found

thizs morning on Clearview avenue |

tiear the Seminole boulevard, Iying In
a ditehs

‘Phe fnegro wis arfested here last
woek on chirges of highway robbery.
e was charged with nttheking white
women and tuling. thelr pockethooks,
Arfiened befors A local ningistinte,
lie wis bound ovey Lo tusgeireuit court
on. nibhe  ohnrens, 7
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- ' LaBelle, Tla.

Clearwater,Fla,
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INVESTICATING
~ OF LYNCHINGS
 ISUNDERWAY

' Two Mob Crimes Within
Two Days Arouses South,
I Florida Officials.

St. Petersburgy: Fla., May 12 ()
—Investigation is being made to-
day into two lynchings within three
days in different sections of south-
crn Flovida. : Five

A special grand jury here was
ready to amnounce its findings ih
the case of Parker Watson, negro,
who was lynched Sunday night last
after being taken . from - officers
who were bringing him here from
Clearwatcer.,

At Labelle, near Fort Myers,
sheriffs forces investigated the
death of Henry Patterson, negro,
who was shot to death and hang-
ed last night for an alleged attack
on a white woman.

Herman Dann, president of the
state chamber of commerce, an-
nounced here that Governmor John
W. Martin would be asked to make
a conplete investigation into the
Lilling of Watson. Mr. Dann said
that the state of Florida could “ill-
afTord to have a stain like that
caused by the slaying of the negro,
at this time when ‘the eyes of the
nation were on the state.” |

Watson was found dead with five
bullet wounds in his body and his
face seared with acid. . The theory '
has been advanced that some per-
sons believed the negro kmew the
location of a large amount of stolen
goods and applied the acid in an
cffort to force him to reveal the
cache. Watson had been arrested
for alleged burglarvies here.

A toroner’s jury at Labelle, sum-
moned last night, reserved its ver-
dict until today in the case of Pat-
'terson who was accused of attack-
ing a white woman at her home
near here. Officers said they had
learned that the woman told hex
{riends later that she had only be-
come frightcned at the negro’s
presence and that he had not at-
tacked her.

L4l Ao

Patterson was captured by the
band of men after he was said to
have escaped from officers. His
body first paraded through the
streets of Labelle was left banging
to a trec on the outskirts. The
lynching cast great fear into the
negro quarters of the town. Many
o the inhabitants fled to Fort My-
ers. In road building camps in the
vicinity where large mnumber of
negro laborers ave cmplnyt:tl, Tove-
man gathered the negroes into one
large camp and stood armed white
guards about them.

Governor Not Informed
Tallahassce, Fla.,, May 12 (A)—
If Governor Martin has been peti-
tioned to act in two lynchings
which have occurred in the state
within the past few days, nothing

regarding thend has as yet been
received at the executive office, the
governor staled here carly today.

The governor indicated that, al-
though the requests for executive
action had not yet arvvived at the
capitol, they will be given his per-
sonal attention when placed before
him. ;
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Lilearwater, Ila,
Ta Beélle, Fla.

LYNCHTD

The '’ Mail Anderson, 3. C., Mey 12, 1956,

lfm A ek i Flop
ida Wiﬂﬂn the Past Three 3
Days.

BY THE ASROCIATED lﬂul

Tallahagses, Fla., May 12 —Gover-
nor John W, Martin today telegraph-
e individuals on Labelle and Clear-
water requesting full information con-
cerning the lynching of Lwo negroes
thers within the past (hrea days.

The executive also asked Sheriff D,
T.. MecLaughlin at Labelle {f assis-
tance was needed to maintain order
there, promising whatever aid might
be needed to keep down riot:

_Ta [ telezmﬁ.l to Sheriff Roy \Booth,

hmaklng and highway robbery.

Another message to H, T. F
Labelle asked him “as my
supply particnlars of the
‘I]-Ianry Patterson, nagro th
ay.
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Lynching.
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Asks for Facts in the

- e

Lynching of Two
Negro Suspects.

TALLAHASSEE — (AP) — Gov-
ernor Martin moved today to in-
vestigate two lynchings which oc-
curred in the state within the past
three days.

The executive telegraphed Sheriff
D. L. McLaughlin, at La Belle, ask-
jing i he needed assistance to main-
| tain - order there, {following the
{Iynching of Henry Patterson, negro,
'and to Sherift Roy Booth, at St,
| Petersburg, requesting full particu-
'lars of the Iynching of Parker Wat-
' son, another negro. Governor Mar-
tin demanded to know from 8
. Booth why the latter's députies
i turned Watson over to six masked
men Sunday. L

INQUIRIES MADE.

| ST. PETERSBURG.—(AP)—Offi-
cial inguiries were made today into
| two lynchings within three days In
different sections of southern Flor
ida.
A special grand jury here was
ready to announce its findings in
the case of Parker Watson, negro,
who was lynched Sunday night.last

i

were bringing him here from Clear-
water. At LaBelle, near Fort
Mpyers, sheriff's force. investigated
the death of Henry Patterson, ne-
gro, who was shot to death and
hanged last night for an alleged at-
tack on a white woman,

itf |
ad 1

after being taken from officers who

CLEARWATER — The Pinellas
grand jury recommended that the
county commissioners offer a sult-
able reward for the arrest and con-
viction of the person or persons who
abducted Parker Watson, alleged
negro bandit, from the officers in
| charge of him and probably kille

him. This followed a resolution b
the county commissioners yesterday
to the effect that the commissioners
will stand solidly behind Sheriff
Roy Booth in any investigation that
he may desire to make to clear up
the mystery surrounding the death
of Watson.

PARADE WITH BODY.

LA BELLE—(AP)—A coroner's
jury was empaneled here today to
investigate the slaying of Henry
.| Patterson, a negro. Patterson was
shot to death yesterday by a band
of masked men, who paraded
through the town with the negro’s
body and later hanged it to a tree.

The negro was charged with an
attempted attack upon a white
woman. Reports of his alleged
crime spread through this section
rapidly. Patterson was captured by
cltizens, who turned him over to at
deputy sheriff. As the latter was
|l taking him to jail a band of armed
men appeared and seized the pris-
gner,
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Safe, Says Martin
Upon Arrival Here

After a Tate arriva) in Jacksonyiile
Inst night, Governor Martin ANDOUNG-
ed 'that the troops he“erdsred to .Lu.
Belle early Thursday 1o pr—e\mnt. a
Posgible race olash have the situation
‘lin hand eand probahiy Wil Be with-
TAWD a5 souh ms the Iy |

2 ; quest tnto the
en?i'a.]mg of Henry Patterwn, negro
The governor, who cdr

. ; ame he
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BEING WADE IN
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Grand Jury Ready to An-
nounce Findjngs in Sun-
day Night's Affair

o LN e

TO ASK MARTIN

—_——
State Chamber Head to Peti-
tion Governor for Rigid
Investigation

oy ——

7. PETERSBURG, May
12, —(P)— Official inquiries
were made today into two
lynchings within three days
in different sections of South-
‘wnFMnﬁw.AJmamngﬁmd
jury here was ready to an-
nounce its findings in the
case of Parker Watson, negro,
who was lynched Sunday
night, last after being taken
frém officers who were bringing
him here from Clearwater. At La
Eelle, near Fort Myers sheriil's
forces investigated the death of
Henry Patterson, negro, who Wwns
chot to death and hanged 1ast night
for an alleged attack on & white
woman.
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- NEGHD LYNCHERS

MAKES STATEMENT FOLLOW-
ING RETURN FROM TOUR
OF NORTHERN CITIES

Condemnation of the lynching

of Parker Watson, negro, after he

had been taken from three depu-
ties on the highway north of the
Seminole bridge, came from Chief
of Police H. D. Vaughn today, in
an interview he gave upon his re-
turn from a trip through the north
for the purpose of studying police
work in the big cities,

. The police chief also made ft
known that the department had
heen ?Ieelnni: _I:c:at r;z_nh down ‘:1:;
negro during most of the past w
ter, as reports of robberies multi

“However,” he continued, “the
negro had been arrested and hel(
for action of the grand jury, an¢
‘trial by the higher court, He wa:
in the hands of the law and I wan
o say that I do not countenanc
‘any such action as wasg taken b
the band of men which interfere:
with the law teking its own course,

‘The chiet said theer is no dout
dlesitis miind but that the negr
was the one guilty of most of th
housebreaking and street robberla
during the past winter,

ot. Petersburg,
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LYIICHING
The Tribune, Tampa, Flu, May 21, 19Zc.

CONSTABLE BLAMED
FOR NEGRO LYNCHING

Pinellas Sheriff Says County
Officers Merely Accompanied
Him Unofficially -

CLEARWATER, May 20,—(Tihung
News Senvice)—>Muking his first pub-
lle statoment relative to the Iynching
of Parker Watkon, negro, on the night
oof May 9, Bheriff Roy Booth deelarsd
today the lynching wns not within tlie
Jur'sdiction of his office as the negro
was in the custody of a copstalile
wheil taken by a band of mas men
on the Semlinole road,

The presence of Henry Belcher,
(deputy sheriify and R Tocker, oot
migsioned deputy. In the automohila
iwithl Constable Dewey Peacock when
(the Niegro was laken from the ecar
wiis declared to have been unofficlal
by the sheviff, “Phe depiities were
merely fnvited by Peacock to riake the
trip to Clearwater with him and ala
ot have the prisoner in thelr cus-
tody. The rvesponsibllity les with the
consatalile and, not with my men.”

It wam defmitely provoed today thit
‘the setual shooting of the negro tool
plice wihin the city Mmits of 8t. Pe-
tevaburs. Eenget Kitehen, divector of
publle warls, %Iaimrl the seene and
announced It was 70 feet Ingide the
city line. The oity pollce, in whose
durlsdiction the case would rest have
made only a brlef investigation and
nnnounced they wers unable to find
elies and wounld close thelr inguiry,
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GIVES DET
ABOUT LYNCHING

Former Mayor of LaBelle Dis-

cusses Tragedy

Says News Stories Do Not Give All
the Facts in Connection with
Death of Negro

Perry C. Hull, former mayor of
LaBelle and now engaged in the real
estate and retail ice business there,
was one of about twenty-five resi-
dents of that city who were in Ar-
cadia yesterday visiting the ten ecit-
izens of LaBelle who are being held
in jail here following an investigation
into the recent lynching there of
Henry Patterson, a negro.

Mr. Hull in an interview with a
representative of the Arcadian ex-
pressed deepest regret at the unfor-
tunate publicity that his city had re-
ceived as a result of the lynching.
“The reports that have been sent
out in regard to the affair have not
done our city and our people justice,”
Mr. Hull declared. “While I do not
excuse the actions of the mob, I
do feel that the world at large should
know some things that hdve not been
given publicity in the news accounts
of the affair. )

“The negro,” said Mr. Hull, “had
not attacked the white woman, but
he had acted in a suspicious manner,
which gave rise to the report that
he had attacked her. He had been
seen by the woman walking past the
house, in the road, and had stopped
and looked back at the house after

passing it for a short distance. A’

little later, when he appeared at the
back-door of the house and asked for
a drink of water, and his peculiar ac-
tions of a moment before were re-
called, the woman became alarmed
and rushed from the house badly
frightened and gave the impression
to neighbors that she had been at-
tacked.

“The people, believing that they
were acting in the prqtection of wo-
manhood, hunted and found the man,
and one thing leading to another, the
lynching was the climax.” i

Ten men are in the DeSoto county
jail and four are in jail at Fort Myers,
all being held upon charges of first
degree murder, following an investi-,
gation there before a coroner’s jury.
The investigation was conducted by
Prosecuting Attorney H. A. Rider,
with County Judge Wesley C. Rich-
ards presiding,

All of the defendants are being!
held without bail pending a hearing
to be conducted at 10 o’clock next
Thursday morning at Fort Myers, be-
fore Circuit Judge George W. White-
hurst.

“T want to compliment in the high-
est "terms the conduct of the mem-
bers of the Artillery Company from
Arcadia, sent to Labelle on orders
of Governor Martin,” declared Mr.
Hull. “They are a group of fine
gentlemen and soldiers, ind their
presence and splendid conduct had a
quieting effect upon the people.”

The names of those who are being
held pending the hearing in the cir-
cuit court are as follows:

At Arcadia: Griz Curry,
cowman; Ham Smith, laborer;
Howard, farmer; Stanley Alton, spec-

young

ial marshall; Captain Hurd L.
Reaves, county tax assessor;
Radford Edwards, city mar-
shal; Coy  Mercer, a minor

and son of Tom Mercer; Duane Cox,
a mail carrier; Norman Brunson, boss
of the Curtis-Bright cattle ranch; one
other whose name Mr. Hull did not
know.

. Ft., Myers: Van Curry, member of
school board of Glades county; Har:
ney Alton, Coleman and Colon
Godboldt. -

semoyy, ‘H [#A9N
([PEEMY PIBMPH BI[ILYD
300D WBIM 03D ‘Joig
qqep 'y Sower

sy3noaing ‘I IUUBN u0IOUIYSDAL
Jadde) Inyry ‘uoy Diyade
WlEM g "D ‘A ppYlulidy
I[N "] 91338 puowYorYy

Ieeuls 'y WM Iq
UNJIY 2I0PuS]

BufjjupA YSHIUF WEBIIIM
uppni§ “H E9lI1BUD
uopo}§ "y MaqIH
wieduldg ‘g ‘f

ursdurdg g Nyuy

BN ‘H uqor

[[eYeI8ly s(nog

AwpBuusy[ [NBJ

£d[[dY 2doudIO|

WWOH SRULBH UYO[ A9y
srogn 'd ‘H "M 1d
doystg ‘D SUSYIINEY “ASY

DU EPPVIY

Iapuexaly 'y UelIy Aoy meN
PIOFMBI) ‘M 981030 uDY MmN
qoangy ‘g g srydwogy
018y uolang °nf 8210uy 807}
wosuey g ‘g SHodouDIpU]
aufeL "M BI] "UOH noLa(;
BIABRQ W AtIRv[Y punpaz)y
fepusd | D ‘id
EWIBPPY Suepl 00D01y)
Aslmp ysny BIH nmesavy
£33103S PIRYIOON
pno] sounrg ydesor uogsoyy
38Inyy ugop douysig eLou iy

i AI0OX ADN ‘uo)BUIAQ UM ATB] ‘UBLUBYD

SYOLOAYIA 40 ddVOod



—_— — — A -

LyLLeqp
1912 GMaLep
E&Sueni}ls
EASURLOJ

Thg Wichita Erotest, dichita, lans.

h:'a‘?i »i *¢

syl
DIetues
D603
De? WO

DoUAsL

poasch
Bineygelqg

BEYINUOL]

Bsjimorc conugh i
BYfIUOLE

ynRnes

Vsu(s

yipeue

VHHECAI[e

vipnducidng

VELen

IYIICH 1D
(Lavells, Ilu.)

May wl, 19&6.

[FEN ipper (9 ons hinge P 1

REVUCH P

| 2 VRITON
Aovipik poboy e (lox ipb- 1 e

PHAs e

CIRCI]IE SI9jien GELjitatie Of “l.alll’,'l !{ﬂ"&[!ll eGCU[ (o [H."ll{.'.'(.-i?:

w ine swewy sTTFMNTEswTw gawo -

'l,r)u\.a\f ety




L9rrsys

LSNE CMacen

FOEs: ISR

fi i The Ne“"s’

TIPS

UHEELICE S8 (U

105,
EkIon
Durjisiiou

DIuLge” gy

e (SIS
(,0jnure
Cloacisng
CILCHINT§T
CmeIke

r:ch

CPYLIDH CRAL e
CpItIsnnu’ A"
crsrjesfoy 2

b1

CHIues

Boasen

BIreLsiq
PeIMULLT
BYione 6
BYiinrone
VR
VNS
ViEsle

17

R
yiprdretdns
RIS

CLaRLT ]

Palatka, Fla.

BV LACH [RTey [T Ry hint ey _——
— - paonspys yobon [ U (0 oyl 1 Nl

AUPRECE

CILCEYE JapaL’ whGutes

‘)l:\h

ST 1) IR )

it asug

LYNCEING

LeBelle,Fla.

dJune 1y 1926,

LOL (TG MIONIH OfF



ez 22531
LEIN (uicp IlaBelle 9 Flan
- T | LYNCHING

FARIITIOWN

_The Herald, Miami, Fla, June Q, 1926

[ 2

s A

T8 IuE Iy

CrEehGA
CPeLioifeesi]]s
CUSLIEE0 ph A

Chgiisaes

o ' ]

CYLigoy

vrapndnatdod
VRLGU |
WG LI

LML & 5
ik g ebaong (M on sk rn’

'l ratren

[ TRt e el SATgSGIAG G FIRATIGE At 940 0 saminapes |

0L e




e

ke cEacy

Earsuns e

[ ASURON '
~ “Phe Telegram,

Perns

vl

cojrmin

(O

OICrasng
¢ TRy

O

HEpReniiG
vipadasudne

¢ ELSIs

1L §326 ¥AE

Lakseland, #la.

S

L84

PETIr berows
(il

DUgs

33 0y

La Bel

LYNCHING

le, Fia.,

June <, 1926.




7. STLEY] . - IlaBelle, Fla._

hEHR  flrnc

s , IYNCHING

IO

epdmes-Union. Jacksonville, #la. June <, 1926,

Ji B980

E'.;"d[ B’.' ‘I‘!‘_‘f’.’!‘—..’

Iyrien g

DEGasL
eCur
PYaiGs
Durpniion
Psunie’ Aw

DR Hi

COjinsie

(ool

[I16A6]9:q)

CABCILNSE

Cpicuso

CESAIGA

CSL]CfTarIc
CEYLIGZIGE" A7 AY
CpULleRiod’ 27 (¢
Cuwrqeu

Légsjo .
neafon

BiTeslg

LBYNOUl

BYNMGIGLG COALECA i
prsiore

W ¥r2ig

C2sE L E
g ipers :
Yepealjje

vindaeudeie

vrLen

JOoLIs

s O » ang biuk= PPN |
weip golote e o cpb- e

Y A

Sipleia TG Wi ey

{:!Li,!i;iiz. e (i'.r'(,]li'ﬁ,!l'.l'x O BETUGE !;"“G”ll’ QU ;’l)'lﬂ.ﬂlﬂ.)l‘.ﬁi

— e

i

EOL UG BFONIH O =




mha M

yZram,

LYNCAINGS 1N
TERREHIT
TESOLITION

tive. Committee Occupied
hy Variety of Matters

Directors of the Floride
State Chamber of Commerce
in quarterly session here yes
terday took action upon the
resignation of A. A. Coult
General Secretary of the or
ganization ‘since its inception
went on record with relatior
to numerous questions befor«
the state and transacted ¢
large amount of routine busi

ness.

Mr. Coult, :vhose resignatior
was tendered in order that he
might accept the secretaryship o
the Fort Myers chamber of com
merce, will remain with the state
organization as secretary of the
corporation, the board opposing
the complete severance of his re
lations on the ground that his ex
perience was of great value. Mr
Coult wilt make his headquar
ters in Fort Myers, in order to
discharge his duties with tHe
chamber in that city but is ex

pected to spend some of his
time in Jacksonville.
Regional Bodies

Upon motion of Karl Lehmann
of Orlando, the board adopted a
| resolution favoring the organiza-
tion of regional or sectional bodies
to be composed of local cham-
bers of commerce in the terri-
tories concerned. The board pre-
viously had opposed such organi-
zations in the belief that sec-
tionalism, pitting one part of the
state against another, might
arise but the :ccess obtained
through organization of the
chambers in the Scenic High-
lands, and the chambers on the
East Coast has been so great it
was felt the movement should be
encourazed rather than discour-
aged. President Herman Dann
appointed a committee, oo_mi‘sﬂng
of A. A, Coult, chairman; Davi
Sholtz, Daytona Beach; Frederick
Van Roy, OCrystal River; KXarl
Yehmann, Orlando; Mark Lance,
Avon Park, ~nd J. B. Morrow,
Pensacola, to inveptigate the for-
mation of reglonal organizations
- and means whereby the state
chamber could assist them in solv-
ing sectional problems, and to re-

el A B AR

Another resolution introduced
by Mr. Lehmann condemned with-
out reservation the recent lynch-
ings in the state and expressed
thanks to Governor Martin for
his quick and effective action to
assure thorough proseculion of
members of the mob who partici-
pated in the affair at LaBelle,
The resolution further declared
that the chamber would do all
in its power to create a proper
regard for law and order.

! Advertising Fund

With reference to a proposg,l
by H. R. Doughty of Daytona
| Beach, that an organization be
formed immediately to raise an
' all-state national advertising
fund of at least $1,000,00, the
board reaffirmed, upon motion of
Col. Peter O. Knight of Tampa,
its position of declinjng to en-
gage in any plan to raise money
for such purposes. The state
chamber has a standing advertis-
ing censorship committee charged

with 4 duly of approving or
disapproving, ,“;‘Th Aer tivag  promo-
tion plans and’ it was the gense

of the board that ine pree.sal
lof  Mr. Doughty bhe submitied to
that hody., The plan calls for

agtion along the lines of thai of
“The Believers” in Jacksonville,
on a state-wide scale, and the
opinion of several members’ of
the board wa &that the commit-
fee would not disapprove of it.
Twe changes in the member-
ship of ihe bhoard were effected.
By virtue of expiration of his
term as' president of the Florida
State Commercial Secretaries’ as-
sociation, Karl Lehmann ceased
to be a director and his place
was filled hy the election of
George H. (lements of Bartow,
the new president of the secre-
taries’ organization. The resigna-
tion of Mrs. W. F. Blackman of
Orlando, formerly president of
(the Florida Federation of Wom-
en's Clubs, was accepted for the
fame ‘l'eafon. Mrs. Katharine
Tiipetis of St Petersburg, who
has. been a member of the board
DFIEY s, & AU TG
PP “ommrrsrnrcn P9 OB LSS
Hagg e, XL B uwy o
BY§g ~ssimaniinnn, 0. JUSU O, Py
HETL i, - U0 DUl

40]  Srauneyy

LaBelle,T'la.

s

otlside of its own "borders.

Business has been so buichered,
§0 hargassed, everywhere through-
oui the country, execpt in Flovida,
that capital iz tnrning toward this
state in ever increaging volunie to
escape it. During March, Florida
paid $12,000,000 in federal income
X as against $3.000.000 lasi year
and  Col, Knight said it was im-
possible to helieve that Floridians
made four timeg as much money |-
fast year as the year previously.
The increase in tax payments, he
asserted, resulted clearly from the
sending of capital inio Florida,
where conservative laws protect
rather than destroy-it.

Knight Is Thanked

The board, at the conelusion of
(lol, Knight's report,. adopted a
regolution thanking him for his ef-
fortg in behalf of the state,

Mr. Lebmann, renorting on the
recent meeting in Washington of
the National Association of State
Chambers of Commerce, declared
that representatives of the twenty-
two state chambers in attendance
agreed that the Florida chamber
stood third of all those in the
country in point of program and
efficiency. The only two state

port of the stats
worl,

orzanizations ahead of it, were
thaea af Penunsvlvania and Illinois,
Abvels B
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The Timses Jacksonville, ®la.

17 Freedin /
LaBelle Case

The Asxoclated Prass.
FORT MYBERS, June 3 —The seven-
tean men arnstdu In conheeting with

the I¥nehi ay 11 of
l1. nagrn, were ardered

relennd from Jall today hy  Jlidge
| George W. Whitehursl of the cirenlt
court after a hearing on.a writ of
habens corpus. Nine of them must
furnish honds in the amount of $10,-

non each to appenr befare tha Tiea
antinly grand jury In Novemiber. The
others were releaxad wlthout ball.
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The Journal,

Business Bo‘i
Protests Mobs

Florida Chamher of Com-
merce to Wage Fight
Both Sexes Maimed

Sends Resolution to l.ha;
Governor

st. Stersbm-g. Pia, June 24—
Arons by the racent epedimic
‘of lynchings In Florida, the State
Chamber of Commeérce has gone
on record with a declaration that
this conditlon must not continue
and has pledged to the Governor
1ts approval of his vigorous siforts
to secure effective prosecution in
the recent Lia Belle lynehing case
and its wullnsneu to co-operate
to the fullest in the maintenancs
of law and order. The statement,
which was adopted without a dls-
senting vota at the quarterly dl-
rector's meeting, is as follows:
“The Plorida Stats Chamber of
Commerce has heard with concern
that already this year thera have
‘been four rocorded lynchings in
this Stx.tn, and that men and wom-
en, white and black, have been
taken from the protectlon of the
law and bru y malmad hy

~ "Faeling that thls condition
16 if Florida iz to
pfaaper as she deserves, the State
Chamber of Commerce hereby re-
spectfully t.ba-rﬁ;s the Governor for
his guick and effeotive action In
assuring a thorough prosecution
'of thoaa _persons who  recently
Iynched & man (n La Bella, Al-
(it Bep b W 8
orded lyn ] a, since SEWIOY], “H [9A°
1900, thils Is the first to be followed oy priba By
hy vigorous prosecution of the . ;aqoo WRIM 095 “Joi]
@t An?‘g ‘mob. e a znoJ}I?OOHvaﬁr:é uoBUIYSD M
in expressing  its approval T g :
af tha Governor's actlon, the State BAdey Iy LOH e
Chamb P [[BM Y D AdY  pRYlunds
amber of Commerce wishes to P38\ BJ|I8Y) ‘UOE o7 38
assure him of Its continued will- I8 1T A1BBBI puowyosy
Ingness to do all fn fta power to IreUg Y WM IQ
create the proper regard for law UHISI Sdopusl  OHYAPPIIYd
wnd order.” Bupj[BM YSHSuf WBIIM
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LYNCHING
June 25, 1926.



LaBelle, Fla.
IYNCHIIG
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LeBelle, Fla.
IYICHIIIG

The Vero 3Beach Press, Vero Beach, Fla. July 9, 1926,
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Th'e" Arcadlan, Arcadia, Fla, Avg. 10, 1926,
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B¢ CPmity
g - LYHNCHING

Eamo2ane

‘Bhe Journal, Akron, O, Ang. 14, 192¢.
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IYNCVING
(Lubelle, Fla/, )

The Greensboro Daily News, Sunday, Gresngboro, N.C. Nov. 28, 1926.
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LYNCHING
Phe Augusta Chronicle Augusta, Ga. Nov. %9, 1926,




The Jews and Courisr,

Charleston, 3. C.

LYNCHING

(1a%ells, Ilai)

Nov. 29, 19% .



LYNCHING _ .
(Tubelle, Fla.)

The Spartanburg Herald, Jpartanburg, 3. C. Nov., 29, 19Z6.




The Constitution,

Atlanta, Ga.

IYNCEING -
{Labelie, Fla.)

Nov. 30, 1926.
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Olearwatsr,Fla.

: R 41 (6): 1) 90t
New Smvrs : {8t. Petersburg, Fla)
Smyrie Florida, Hews, May 10, 19%o .
‘e 'e\ : {m was taken from three dep-
uties Sunday night while enroute to
the wounty jail at ('leari'ml.er, was
found on a lonely road north of this
city today. Six armed men are satiel
to have demanded the negro and the
officars turned him over, Eyidenee
connecting the negro with nine house
breaking cases and one highway rob-
bery was to have heen presented o
bhe grand: jury todag.
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llontgomery Journal,

Last Victim, Negro, Killed Last
Night For Frightening.
Woman,

8. PP"’I‘ER‘?B‘ITRG FLAL, wa 12—
(AP )—OTficlal [nquirles I{are made to-
day Into two lynehings within three days
In dlfferent sectlons of southern Florlda,

A speclal grand Jury here was ready to
annotnce Itg findings In the ‘case of
Parker Watson, negro, who was lynched
Bundey night last after being taken from
officers who were bringing him here
from: Clearwater. At La Bells, near Fort
Myere, sherlff's forces Inyestlgated the
death of Henry Patterson, negro, -who
was shot to death and hanged last night
for an wlleged attack on & white Wwom-
an.

‘Hermann Dann, president of the state
chamber of commerce, announced here
that John W, Martin would ba asked to
make a complete Investigation into the
Eilling of Watson. Mr. Dann sald the
state of Florjdn could “Ill afford to have
& stain ltke that paused by the slaying of
the negro nt this time when the syu
of the natlon wers on the state'

Watson was found dead with' five bul-
1et wounds {h hls body and his face
geared with acld. The theory has been
advanced that some persons balleved tha
negre to know the locatlon of a large
amount of . stolen: goods and applled the
ecld in an effort to force him to reveal
the cache. Watson had been arrested for
alleged burglaries here.

A coroner's jury st La Belle, sum-
moned Tast night, reserved its verdict
until today In ths casa of Patlerson, who
was accused of atfucking a white wom-

| &n' st her home near hers. Offlcars sald

they had learned that the woman told
her friends later that sho had only be-
come frightened at the negro’s presence
and that he had not attacked her.

Patterson was captured by the band of
men after he was sald to have escaped
from officers. His body, first puraded
through the strests of La Belle, was left
hanging to a tree on the outskirts, i

'I‘ho Iynelilng cast great fear Into the

quarters of tha town. Many of the!

ln bitants fled to Fort Myers. In road
bullding camps In the wloinity whers
large numbers of negro laborers are sm-
ployed, foremen gathered the negroes tnug
one large eamp and stood armed
guards sbout them,
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Clearwater, Fla,
TYNCEING
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Clearwater, Fla, .
IYIICHTING
May 14, 1926,

GOVERNOR ASKED -
" INVESTIGATE
LYNCHING

St. Petersburg, May 12. (B
Governor Martin will be -asked to
make a complete and fay reach-
Jing investigation into the lyneh-
‘ing of Parker Watson, a negro
who was. taken from the party
of officers Sunday night while
en route from this city to Clear-
water. This statement was made
today by Herman Dann, presi- -
dent of the state chamber of
commerce after he had gone
thoroly over the case. Rarely
|has this eity been stirred as it
‘h&s over the death of the negro
IWhose body was found with five
bullet holes in it and what ap-
peared to be acid stains on the
face Monday morning afier ha
had been taken from the officers
Sunday night at Clearwater, To
day the Pinellas grand jury in-
vestigated the affair with-its re.
port expected tomorrow.
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Clearwéter, Fla.
LaBelle, Fla.

"TYHNCHILG

Teainpe , Fla, ey 14, 1026,
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Clearwater, Fla.

LYNCHING
May 17, 1926,

MGG it
-~ STILTER

POLICE NO NEARER SOLUTION
IN WATSON SHOOTING
| AFTER ONE WEEK.

_After & week in which to inves-
tigate the abduction of Parker Wat-
50n, negro, whose hody was found
last Monday near Clearview avy.
nue, authorities seem no nearer o
‘solution of the case than they wer, '
the first day of the investigation.)
From Clearwater comes ward
{that Sheriff Roy Booth may demand
& post mortem examination of the
negro's body, provided there are
no developments within the next
few days which may lead to the
identity of the persons who tpok
the negro from the three deputies
& woek ago last night, -
et ook 0
sonal offer of 3300, 1o the. per-
Son or persons wh ciuge ¢

R R oaniigton BX
sullty of the killing, this with the;
| $2500 already up as rewards, mak.'
|ing the total $3,000. -
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The

Tundevendent,

WIRAN Ksafls
NEGAE NGHERS

MAKES STATEM ENT FOLLOW.-
ING RETURN FROM TOUR
- OF NORTHERN CITIES

Condemnation of the lynchins
of Parker Watson, negro, after he

had been taken from three depu-

ties on the highway north of the

Seminole bridge, came from Chief

of Police H. D. Vaughn teday, in
an interview he gava upon his re-
turn from & trip through the north
for the purpose of studying police
work in the blg clties.

The police chief also made it
known that the department had
been seeking to run down the

‘negro during most of the past win-
‘ter, as reports of robberies multi-

‘plied,

“However,” he continued, “the
negro had been arrested and held
for action of the grand jury, and

& hands of the law and I want
anyisuch action as was taken by

/the band of men which interfered
‘with the law taking its own course.”
~ The chief said theer is no doubt
in his mind but that the negro
was o ona guilty of most of th
hougBbreaking and street robber,
dupgfheg the past winter,

by the higher court. He was'
that I do not ‘countenance
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Clearwaéeﬁ Fla.



Clearwater, Fla,
LaBelle, Fla,
Lynched.

TWO FLORDA LYbcHi NS
 VITHIN 3 DAYS STARTS OB,
ORE VICTIM FRIGHTENED WM

Watson was found dead with five
I Woman Dec-lares He Only bullet wounds in his body and his face

" Scared But Did Not At-|sweared by acid. The theory has been
oy advanced that some persons believed
tack He.r.; B“ﬂet—RldIﬂEd ﬂ;e I;Tegro to hRVf kfnow?- the ll;':é:aho:la
! o | of a large amount of stolen Foods and
.Body Dmgged Thru the applied the acid ™ an effort to force
‘ S’tr'eets him to reves] fhe cache. Watson had
lieen arrested for alleged burglaries
| St. Petersburg, Fla, May 23.—0f- | Pere
fical _i-nquirips-ﬁvere made into two| A covoner’s jury at La Belle, resery-
lynchings within three days in dif-|ed its verdiet in ti:'a case of Patterson,
 ferent sections of southern Florida, who was accused of attacking a white
A special grand jury here was réady [ woman at her home near here, Offi-
to announce its findings in the case | cers said they had learned that the |
' of Parker Watson, who was lynehed | woman told her friends later that she
Sunday night after being taken from | had only become frightened at the
| officers who were bringl%-hiaﬁ_hare Negro's presence and that he had not
from Clearwater. At La Belle, near | attacked her
Fort Meyers, sheriff's forces were in-| =
yestigating the death of Henry Pat- Body Paraded in Streets
e e

‘erson, who was shot to  death and

s body hanged to a tree for an| Patterson was_capt

alleged attack on a white woman, | af ad _escapy I CELS
~ Will Ask Full Probe ¥, 1irst_paraded through the

o Hermann Dann, President of the|streets of La Belle, was lefl hang-

State Chamber of Commerce, announc- | ing to g tree on the outskirts,

ad that ggy John W. Martin, would| The lynching east fear into the

be asked to make a complete in- | Negro quarters of the town. Many in-

vestigation into the killing of Wat- abitants fled to Fort Meyers. In road

son, Mr, Dann said the State of Tlor-| building camps in the. vicinity where

ida could “ill afford to have a, stain|large numbers of laborers are em-

such as that caused by the slaying at ployed, foremen gathered them into \

this time when the eyes of the Nation | one camp and stood armed suards b’

were on the State,” sbout them.
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MOB VIOLENCE
~(Tampa, ¥la.)

The MNew York Evening Post, Hew York City, May 31, 19z7.
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-1:3—79 loe, Ban F ancisco, Califl. December 24, 1926,
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LYNCHING.
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The Wew York Rvenin

}3 KILLED, 31 SHOT
- BY TAMPA TROOPS

Soldiers Open Fire as Mob,
Seeking to Take Slayer From

Jail, Renews Outbreaks

RIOT BEGAN MONDAY NIGHT

Tampa, Fla.,, June 1 (#).—Three men
were killed and nineteen wounded, sev-

eral severely, in two clashes w;‘ih_ State
troope last night, and this marning at

the county jall, where twelve others

were wounded Monday nlght.
Relnforcements for the 500 national

guardsmen holding- the jall and a dis-

trict within two blocks In each direc-|

g Post,

ing, who, officers sald, had been rye-
moved to anobher county for safe keap-
Ing. Thely wrath turned on the offl-
gers, They velled for Bheriff Hiers. His
car was stending in the street and they
reduced it to ashes. 3Vhen the sol-
diers arrived the crowd venterd its rie
on them.

store Windows Shattered

The crowd did not get within two
blocks af the jail last night. Machine
gunners were in a cemetery opposite
the cide of the prison and others were
in the steeple of a church across from
the front entrance. Troops manned
two machlne guns on the roof of the
jail and manipulited a blg searchlight
that lghted up the area a hlock away.

Disorder relgned after each foray, ant
during the intermizsion there was ship-
|ing between the troops in the sirests
and civilians secluded on roof tops and
in tiges, Early in the night the mob
shot out all the street lights.

| Several persons who were trented Tov

wounds at the hospitel declaved they

MOB VIOLINCE

New York City,

|the mol apparently forgot ahout Lav-

tion began arriving today from nearby |
towns. :

There were sporadic clashes through-
out the night between the soldiers and
a crowd of 2,000 persons and once the
troops opened fire with a machine gun,
killing Hal Pifer cf Ocala, Fla., foreman
of drivers for the Blue Bus Line; Hugh
Edward McRae of Fort Willlam, Ont,
whose sisters live here, and Earl.McGill,
who was otherwise unidentified.

The rioting had been in progress In-
termittently since Monday night when
a mob gathered around the jall in
search of B. F. Levins, who had con-
fessed to the killing of Herman Merrell,
his wife and three children with a
hammer as they slept last Saturday
morning. He said he had mistaken
them for another famlily against whom
‘he bore a grudge.

Colonel Sumter L, Lowry, command-
ing the National Guard troops, said
today he had asked prosecution of
members of the mob and of any one
found talking violence. “These men
had murder In their minds,” he sald.
“Every man who fired at a soldier fired
to kill. Such men must be prosecuted.
Our forces will show the lawless ele-
ment that we are prepared to cope with
them.”

For a time after arrival of the sol-
diers yesterday, the mob quieted down
and no further disorders were anticl-
pated. Last night, however, the rioting
began again when a sergeant, leading
a detall of six soldlers, was felled by 2
brick thrown by a member of the crowd
which had continued to linger about
the jail throughout the day.

The sergeant ordered his men to open
fire with thelr slde-arms. Six men

fell wounded.

That was the signal for the battle
to begin again, and before the firing
had ceased the casualty list had mount-
ed to three dead and about twenty
wounded.
| Since the first fiurry Monday nigh

Blocks f@way from the

danger wone from strwy bullets, Plate
windows on Franklin BStreet,
miln  theroughfare, = thres
blocks from the military oulposts, were
shettered by tie fire.
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